

Happy New. Year! 
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The Jordan Times win not be published on Tuesday Jan. 

2.1990, due to the New Year holiday on Monday. The next 
Issue of the newspaper wHI be published Wednesday Jan. 

3. 1990. The Jordan Times wishes its readers, advertisers 
and patrons a very happy and prosperous New Year. 
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Confidence vote expected to be taken today 

Parliament continues debate on government 


By K. Andoni 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

. AMMAN — As the Lower 
$ House of Parliament coatzoned 
' . Its session Sunday on the prog- 
ramme of the government of 
Mudar Bad ran, indications 
emerged that dunces of the gov- 
emmeot securing a vote of confi- 
dence ap peared to hinge on the 
final position of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which controls the 
strongest Woe in the legislative 
authority. . 

Unee deputies, mdndmg two 
Triamistt and one leflst, said they 
were witbhotdmg their vote of 


and several owes said that their 
position d ep e nded on Badran'a 
wiHjgnea to concede to a set oi 
preconditions ranging from a “li- 
mited reshuffle” of ha cabinet to 
an immedoto tjSWng of mafij 
law. 

The position of the Muatun 
Brotherhood remained unclear 
.especially after one member of 
the 22-etKH^ bloc, Abdul Mamm 
Abu Zant, and be aoaU vote 
against the govern me nt. 

Id the first session Satmday, a 
Hoc of 20 Maamts, comprising 
Muslim Brotherhood memb ers 

and Uinjflg, pra- 


a fist of 14 de m ands , in- 
ctndBng stricter app l ica t ion of 
laws, a sbc-mantfa dead- 
line for total aboStian of martial 


well as increased support for 
file Pale s tinian uprising in the 
occupie d territories. The Hoc’s 
spokesman, Abdul Latif Ara- 
fnyat, said the group's vote in 
favour dr w rintf Badran de- 
pended. on the prime . minister 
pled ging to meet their demands. 

At first Sheikh Abu Zanf s 
rejcc tip nist stand append to 
hmd a change in the situation. 
Speculations were raised that 


some of the members of the 
20-member group could have 
been influenced by Abu Zant's 
stance and they could also reject 
any “compromise" with the gov- 

r, Arabiyat ex- 



plained later to report er s that 
Abu Zant's remarks did cot 
necessarily reflect the Brother- 
hood’s position or influence its 
members. 

In general, most of the 14 
deputies who took the floor Sun- 
day praised the steps taken by the 
government towards liberalisa- 
tion and relaxation of security 
r e s t ric tio ns on political activities, 
bat demanded an nmneriiirtr ami 


complete lifting of martial law 
and the release of political pris- 
oners. 

They also demanded a halt to 
“intelligence interference with 
the daily lives of citizens” and a 
repeal of the 1939 defence law 
and the 1986 efctoral law, which 
they described as emphasising 
“ethnic, and sectarian dnnsons.” 

At least half a dozen deputies, 
mostly r ep res en t in g traditionalist 
thinking and tribes, expressed 
total support for toe government 
mid presented their respective 
demands for economic and in- 
dustrial as well as educational and 
health services development in 


their respec ti ve constituencies. 

Representatives of organised 
leftist groups which entered par- 
liament for the fiist time since 
1957, when all parties were ban- 
ned, called for the legalisation of 
the existing political groups and a 
repeal of the 1953 law against 


toe Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP), indicated they were ab- 
staining from the confidence 
vote. 

Sources dose to the three 
groups said their main concern 
was to encourage and give a 
chance for Jordan’s democratic 


Three deputies, pubhdy ack- 
nowledging that they were repre- 
sentatives of the banned Jorda- 
nian rnnwymnirt Party, the Jor- 
dan People's Democratic Party 
(JPDP) — formerly toe Jorda- 
nian wing of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine — and the Popular Front for 



a lengthy speech, which 
amounted to a political program- 
me, Bassam Haddadin (Zanja) of 
die JPDP, said that he was ab- 
staining and “win judge the 
cabinet according to its perfonn- 


Fonner Foreign Minister' Taber 
Masri, c ur rent l y deputy of Am- 


man, called for toe legalisa- 
tion of political parties but said 
there was no need for a national 
charter to regulate the organisa- 
tion and activities of political 
parties in Jordan. 

“In light of the Jordanian Con- 
stitution... at present we do not 
peed to find any new formula to 
parallel or overshadow the Con- 
stitution,” Masri argued. He did 
not indicate he would vote in 
favour or against the govern- 
ment. 

Leftist Deputy Fakfari Kawar 
* * that he was withholding his 

(Continued on page 3) 



assail 


(Agencies) 
Sunday acc 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Peace activists 
iy accused Israeli police of 
brutality and overreaction in 
breaking up a “human peace 
chain" by 15,000 Palestinians, 
Israelis and E u rope an s. 

Fofice. firing tear-gas, rubber 
bullets and water cannon wound- 
ed 71 people during the hand- 
linking ceremony cm Saturday. 

The violence was among the 
worst m Jerusalem since the out- 
break two years ago of the up- 
rising. 

At least 15,000 Israeli, Palesti- 
nian and foreigners took part in 
the two-hour human chain event 
called “1990 — Time for Peace.” 

Tialy Reshef, a leader of 
Israel's Peace Now movement 
that helped organise the chain 
and supports adjoining sep ara te 
Israeli and Palestinian states, told 


said that m Saturday's raSy 45 
metis were made rod 25 people 
were injured by robber buflets 
and tear-gas, indutfing an Italian 
lost her 




He said p olice fired robber 
bullets ind i s c rimin ately. 

Israel Hu been accused worl- 
dwide of using excessive force in 
its attempts to qneD Ihe Palesti- 


wtinmwl 50 people were in- 
jured. 

Ssndori said several police 
wens hit by the stones and bot- 


The cabinet and paxfiamentf s 
internal affairs c ommi ttee de- 
bated the issue Sunday. 

Israeli media said the Italian 

protests with 



■j. “Our primary efforts were 
'ftgpent calming the police who 
stood with their finger on 
the trigger, listening to every 
chant for an y th in g other *h»n toe 
most popular chant winch was: 
*We want peace’.” 

He d e pu te d paEce accusations 
that hundreds of protesters 
shouted “extremist” slogans, 
hurled stones and unfurled 
Palestinian flags in the Old City. 


;l, one for the detention of an 
Italian visitor at a protest Friday 
and the other over the police 
action at Saturday’s ratty. 

Israel's foreign m mi s tiy de- 
clined comment. 

. On Friday, 16 were arrested 
after police; used tear-gas and 
robber buflets to break up a 
protest march by 3,000 Palesti- 
nian, Israeli and European 


Makassed hospital in Arab 
Jerusalem said most of the 70 
people it treated were Palesti- 
nians who inhaled tear-gas but 
some were hit by robber bullets 
or beaten. 

St John's hospital said an Ita- 
firawomro ft identified as Mariza- 
Manoa, 40, of Naples, lost her 
right eye when water fired by a 
poBce cannon broke a window of 
the Arab Jerusalem hotel where 
she sought refuge. , 

Palestinian natioofiSst Fwsal* 
Husseim said despite the vio- 
lence, the human c ha in WS8 “a 
histori c event” that would help 
persuade Israelis to support the 
creation of a Palestinian state 
alongside the Jewish ope. 

Israeli leftist Dedi Zucker of 
the oppos i tion Citizens Ri ghts 
Movement said he believed 



tefl you 
throw a 


Sunday: “I can’t 
boy or other dfchft 
stone somewhere be- 


cause we haven't finished our 


we've seen over toe last two 
of the mrifcHn didn’t take 


■groaaent jo a y » paceU 
march but toe peace action was 
brutal and out of proportion. 

“I saw how police wim no need 
began to beat people which in the 
rad provoked the Wiring of a car 
and resulted in die firing of gas 



and water. I think responsibility 
must be divided b e tw e en the two 
sides,” he said. 

In the West Bank, the army 
imposed curfews on the Hebron 
nuuket and Ranfrflah, bastions of 


Palestinian activism, ahead of 
Fateh day Jan. 1 which com- 
memorates the first mflftuy ac- 
tion by Fateh in 1965. 

Pakrtinxan leaders of the upris- 
ing have called for celebrations to 


has sent in reinforcements to the 


(Continued on page 3) 


Shamir fires Weizman for 

PLO contacts, triggers crisis 


■ 

TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
sacked dovish . Sdence Minister 
-Fter Weizman Sunday; accusing 
Am of breaking Israeli law _ by 
meeting Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) officials and 

«wamfa firing COXZtSCtS With FIX) 

leader Yasser Arafat 

His shock a 


law and the guidelines of the, 

in a 





into disarray. 

Wdanan’s Labour Party 
eafened to poll out unless Sha- 


statemeut to- the cabinet. 

“He met., with an official rep- 
resentative of the PLO in a Euro- 
pean state and recently sent mes- 
sages to the head of file PLO, 
Arafat and received message* 
from hra through a messenger.” 

Vice-Premier Shimon Pe res, 

the Labour Party leader, said: 
“There is no doubt tins phmgcs 
the country into' a serious crisis, 
the Ekes of winch have never 


In Baghdad, Arafat said Sun- 
day that neither he nor anyone in 
Hs movement had met with 

wcuium 

However, the PLO chief 
a meeting between 



decision. 

The collapse of. die coal ition 
between Shanto's hardline Lind 
party and Labour would pot bis 
proposal for Palestinian elections 
m toe occupied territories on boM 

pending formation of a new right* 
wxQg gove rnme nt or elections, 
i "T want toinformtfee govern- 
.that I decided to re more 
rir Ezer Weizman from bis 
ifetL - Minister Weizman con- 
fected direct and indirect oon- 
/ ct with toe PLO for an ex- 
jXaaded period in violation of die 


Weizman, an architect of 
brad's 1979 treaty with Egypt, 
said he was surprised to hear 
about Shamir's derision. He re- 
ceived his dfejnwtal letter after 

to the 



cabinet 

Hie refined to confirm dr deny 
Shamir's a cc usations hot told 
brad Radio: “Whether I met 

- not important. 

» that this is a. 

www that riQ force the 
to decide where it is 




Weizman and a FLO 
supposed to take place m Mos- 
cow two years ago, but was caxt- 
ccfled when fire Israeli - ****** 
foiled to dtow up. 

Arafat spoke at a news confer- 
ence in Baghdad. 

“Nothing of the sort hap- 
pened,’* Arafat said when asked 
about Shamirt accusation. “Sha- 
mir is looking for a s ca p e goa t for 
fire trine of Hs pottoes.” 

Arafat said: “A go-between 
arranged for a meeting to take 
between Wrizman and a 
affirial in Moscow in 1987. 
But Weizman did not make it to 
Moscow.” 

He said the PLO never re- 
ceived any eomlaaation for the 
cancellation of the trip. 

Arafat would not none toe 




YLO official who was supposed to 
meet with Weizman apparently 
for security, considerations. 

Arafat also did not name the 
go-between. 

But a Palestinian source, 
reached in Kuwait by toe AP 
telephoned from Nicosia, said the 
cremator might have been Rosna- 

(Contiuncd on page 3) 


Amal, Hizbollah reject 
PLO intervention bid 


Syrian-backed Amal 
’Iranian Hizbollah 



BEIRUT (R) — Rival ShTite 
’militias have rejected a Palesti- 
nian effort to stop their battles for 
control of South Lebanon. 

Security ; 
men of the 
and the 
(Party of 

and madrinegnn fire along the 
strategic hilltop strip of Iqlim A1 
Tufeh, 40 kilometres south of 
Beirut 

There were do casualties in the 
latest d ashes, the so u rces sod. 
At least 55 people have been 
killed and 215 wounded in battles 
which flared last week. 

The fighting cased Friday night 
after fighters loyal to the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) leader Yasser Azafot were 
deployed in the area. 

“Our military presence on the 
battleground has become a disen- 
gagement force. We can now 
guarantee that file combat area is 
very limited ” Zaid Wehbeh, 
Arafat’s representative in Leba- 
non, toM Reuters. He said Arafat 
made the decision. 

Palestinian sources said file de- 


ployment of FLO fighters was 
aimed at stopping Hizbollah f rom 
gaming more ground in the direc- 
tion of two Palestinian «wnp« in 
the port city of Skkm where tens 
of th o usands of refugees five. 

But Amal chief Nabih Beni/ 
determined to recover five vil- 
lages gained by Rcboflah, re- 
jected the initiative and said his 
group would not accept the de- 
ployment of any disengagement 
force, “Palestinian or otherwise.” 

A Hizbollah source said toe 
nufitants were not concerned ab- 
out the Palestinian deployment 
and doubted it would be effec- 
tive. 

“We refuse to withdraw from 
our newly-captured positions bo-* 
fore receiving guarantees that the. 
past peace agreeme n ts with Amal 
wifi be carried out.” 

In Damascus, Iranian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Mohammad Afi 
Besharati met Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk AI Sham to 
discuss the fighting. The Iranian 
news agency, IRNA, said both 
officials catted on the rival fac- 
tions to make peace. 


Panama to ask Noriega be 
handed over for trial 


PANAMA CITY (R) — Panama 
niQ file criminal charges Tuesday 
against deposed strongman 
General Manuel Noriega and ask 
that he be handed over to toe 
Panamanian government to face 
‘them, Panama’s attorney general 
said Sunday. 

Diplomatic sources said the 
charges could be a first step to- 
wards sendipg Noriega, who has 
been holed im in toe Vatican 
embassy since Dec. 24, for trial in 
the United States. 

“We have charges against 
-General Manuel Antonio 
Noriega and we are going to ask 
for his preventive detention and 
that be be over to the 

government of Panama,” said the 
attorney general, Roge&o Graz. 

at a news con- 



DOt 

would be 
they could be 
of three officers 



t, but hinted 

tO the drafliq 

killed in the 


failed coup against Noriega Oct 
3. 

He said the charges could also 
involve drag trafficking. “If I 
have evidence that someone has 
been trafficking in diugs I will 

initiate a Ca se agains t him and 

demand his trial here in. Pana- 
ma,” he said. 

Cruz said the charges would be 
filed Tuesday. 

There was no immediate com- 
ment from the Vatican. 

Diplomatic sources said the 
Panamanian government was 
considering drawing op anew ex- 
tradition treaty which would 
allow Noriega to bejent to the 
United States, where he frees 
drug trafficking charges. 

Panama’s Catholic bishops had 
written to Pope John Paul on 
Saturday recommending that 
Noriega be handed over to au- 
thorities and stand trial. 

3) 


Romanian decree promises 
multi-party democracy 


BUCHAREST (Agencies) — 
Romanian's revolutionary new 
leaders issued a decree Sunday 
guaranteeing the establishment of 
a multi-party political system af- 
ter almost 45 years of C o mmunis t 
rule. 

The announcement broadcast 
over television was expected to 
help allay concern expressed by 
some intellectuals and students 
that the ruling National Salvation 
Front mi g ht go back on its com- 
mitment to democracy. 

The decree from the front, 
which has run the country since 
the overthrow and Christmas Day 
execution of dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu, also set oat roles for 
r e giste ring new political parties. 

Only extremist gr ou ps would 
be barred. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze will visit 

Bucharest next weekend for the 
first top-level Kremlin contact 
since Romania’s revolutionary 
leaders toppled Cea u sescn. 

Western diplomats say the 
visit, just two weeks after; 
Ceansescu's overthrow and ex-' 
ecution, indicates Moscow is con- 
fident toe National Salvataxm 
Emit fully controls toe political 
and security situation in 
Romania. 

Two weeks after protest turned 
to surrection, the death toll from 


unknown with estimates ranging 
from hundreds to tens of 
thousands. 

The first sketchy witness 
accounts of rebellion m the west- 
era city of Timisoara estimated at 
the number of dead in the hun- 


dreds, then thousands. 

Then the revolution spread to 
Transylvania and finally to the 
capital, Bucharest. 

As street fighting escalated be- 
tween security forces loyal to 
Ceausescn and army units allied 
with young revolutionaries, so 
too did the death toll. Estimates 
lose as high as 70,000 at one 
point. 

But last week French health 
officials were told that 746 people 
had died in the entire revolution. 

Western diplomats, using wit- 
ness accounts and their own 
assessments, now estimate that 
some 10,000 people died. 

The counay headed into the 
New Year in joyous mood, but 
toe provisional g o ve r nment — 
which has promised free elections 
by April — wanted of a possible 
wave of violence from renegades 
of die Securitate secret police still 
on the nm. 

fears of farther shoot- 
's snow-dogged 

were thronged Sunday 
with people buying mistletoe, 
flowers and gifts to mark the new 
year. 

One Romanian said leaflets 
bad been found in public places 
saying in reference to the dead 
dictator; “Christmas was yours. 
The new year wifi be ours.” 
State television re po t ted 
dial the former bead of toe secur- 
ity se r v ic e . General TuKmi Vlad, 
and two former deputy interior 
ministers with senior military 
rank had been suspended within 
fite army and detained for inves- 
tigation. 


Despite 
ing. Bud 
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ast News 


Few bright hopes for 


Lebanese at end of 


disastrous 



By SimoB Martin 

Renter 


BEIRUT — With Kalash- 
nikovs and champagne, 
Lebanese Sunday marked the 
cntTof a deadly year and disr 
astrous decade with few bright 
hopes for the 1990s. 

While revellers shoot into 
tihe air in the customary display 
of festive firepower, thousands 
of troops emrixding or defend- 
ing the country’s Christian en- 
clave were spending another 
night on edgy alert. 

President Elias Hrawi, still 
barred from his palace in the 
enclave five weeks after taking 
office, appealed for a new year 
of peace and unity. 

But few predict an early end 
to the effective partition of the 
tiny country where a Maronite 



$ 


“v - 





internationally, controls the 
mainly Muslim part of the 
country and a defiant Christian 
general hold the presidential 
palace and Christian enclave 
around it- 

“Ten years, the hardest and 
craziest in Lebanon, have 
elapsed. Alas, few things have 
changed,'* said a commentary 
entitled “The Mad Decade” in 
the French-language Nouveau 




r=. 


the problem,” the diplomat 
said. “Other countries will go 
through the motions of taki n g 
him seriously.” 

“Aoun for his part dunks 
there will be a great change of 
opinion internationally, per- 
suading the Syrians to with- 
draw or come to terms with 
him . But be is looking for the 
impossible. 

“Aoun stiQ has most public 
support in the enclave. The 
question is how long it will last- 
We may see the start of a 
gradual falling away of sup- 
port.” 

Intensified economic press- 
ure and militar y moves may be 
used to try to fragment Aoun’s 
backing from the grassroots 
Christian community and his 
troops. 

Military analysts said some 
Syrian soldiers had bean pulled 
out of frontlines but units in 
the north bad been reinforced. 

“The Syrians could make a 
series of moves in the north 
sufficiently frightening to 
accelerate the process of de- 
clining confidence,” the diplo- 
mat said. 

“It’s a long-term process: 
whether Hrawi can wait that 
long is another matter.” 




After some of the worst 
shelling, which brought nearly 
900 deaths, and the most inten- 
sive Arab peacemaking effort 
of the 14-year-old civil war, 
1989, ended with the rival 
administrations stiQ vyin g for 
power. 

Syrian troops supporting 
Hrawi ’s new government are 
dog in facing the enclave, 
which is defended by 15,000 
regular soldiers loyal to Christ- 
ian General Michel Aoun and 
the 12,000-strong Lebanese 
Forces rightist militia. 

Aoun insists he is still prime 
minis ter and continues to re- 
ject Hrawi’ s authority and a 
peace plan approved m Octo- 
ber by Lebanese deputies in 
Taif, Saudi Arabia. 

“The objective of 1990 is to 
reconcile Aoun to Taif or Taif 
to Aoun,” said one diplomat, 
doubting that either was 
possible. 

The Taif accord shifts power 
from a Maronite Christian 
president to a Muslim-led 
cabinet but fails to provide for 
a pullout of Syria’s 45,000 
troops. Aoun says Damascus 
will swallow Lebanon if Taif is 
accepted. 

Panic has subsided since late 
November when an attack by 
Syrian troops on the enclave 
seemed imminent. 

The diplomat said a full- 
scale military assault now 
seemed unlikely in the near 
future. But this time last year, 
he added, no one could have 
predicted the six months of 
shelling which followed Aonn’s 
declared “war of liberation" 
against Syria. 

“I think it has become dear 
that it is not possible to get 
Aoun out in a surgical strike 




HrawPs pledge 

Hrawi has promised to give 
the Lebanese a “strong and 
capable state” in a year-end 


V i 


“My primary goal is to save 
Lebanon... no one can replace 
the state,” Hrawi said in his 
five-minute speech broadcast 
by radio ana television sta- 
tions. 

Hrawi made his address 
from his headquarters at the 
army barracks m Ablah in the 
Bckaa Valley. 

“Reconciliation is the path 
to reforms,” Hrawi said. “I 
extend my hand to each one of 
you to rectify the errors of the 
past, deal with the problems of 
the present and chart together 
the course of the future,” 


V 4 




5-year-oki killed 




fj 








Efias Hrawi 


without a good deal of blood- 
shed,” he said. 


Uncertainty 


Political analysts believe the 
standoff could continue for 
weeks or months. Industrialists 
will delay badly-needed invest- 
ment, developers will leave 
buildings half-finished and 
people on both sides of 
Beirut’s dividing green line will 
continue living in uncertainty. 

“Till Hrawi gets to Baabda 
Palace and asserts some au- 
thority over Aoun, be will not 
establish any credibility. That's 


A sniper killed five-year-old 
Ralf Rghallah in Beirut Sun- 
day as ho-played -on - thrtal- 
cony of his home while his 
parents were preparing to cele- 
brate New Year’s Eve, hospital- 
sources said. 

They said the child was hit in 
the stomach by a sniper’s bullet 
fired from west Beirut. The 
boy's home is in east Beirut 
near the city’s dividing green 
fine. 

“He was playing on the bal- 
cony with ius father when his 
mother called her husband to 
the kitchen to help her prepare 
for celebrating New Year’s 
Eve,” said one sobbing rela- 
tive. 

“The father heard a bump 
on the balcony and went to see 
what it was... it was little Raff 
lying on the ground in a pool of 
ms blood,” she said. 

The child was taken to hos- 
pital bat doctors failed to save 
trim* 





Mounted rebels near Boat in Afghanistan. The thought they could win after the February with- 

rebds are bogged down in a waf which they drawal of Soviet feces ftws the country. 


Afghan rebels deny 


role in coup attempt 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Rebels 
said Sunday that the Afghan gov- 
ernment was trying to link them 
to a recent coup a tt e mpt in order 
to hide from Moscow a serious 
split in Kabul's ruling Communist 
Party. 

Kabul officials Saturday said a 
group connected with the Hezb4- 
Isl ami guerrilla faction based in 
neighbouring Pakistan had infil- 
trated top levels of the Soviet- 
backed party and the Afghan 
military. 

They said 127 members of the 
ring, mdnding three generals, 
have been arrested since early 

December-- for- plottmg-vto. over- 
throw President Najibullah’s rul- 
ing People’s Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan (PDPA). 

“This is propaganda,” said a 
Hezb-i-Isiami spokesman who 
uses the single name Mahmud. 

“AD these, are PDPA mem- 
bers. They are against NajibuQah 
and his Parcham (banner) faction 
of the party,” he said. The oppos- 
ing faction, winch dominates the 
nmitary, called Khalq, which 
means “the masses." 

Mahmnd said the Hezb-i-Isla- 
mi does have underground cells 
operating wi thin the Afghan 
military. Bnt he said the latest 
arrests were only a purge of 
Khalq members who oppose Na- 
jubuQah. 

He said NajibuQah wanted to 
blame problems on the Hezb-i- 
Islarrri jn order to convince the' 
Soviet Union that his PDPA was 
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attempted to embrace m a shaky 
trace for the past decade at the 
urging of the- Soviet Union. 

Mahmud said one of Hezb-U 
Island's operatives, named 23a, 
and several associates were 
arrested by the Kabul govern- 
ment last summer, but that there 
have been no significant arrests of 
rebel agents since then. 

“They’re relating (December’s 
arrests) with the capture last sum- 
mer,” he said. 

Hezb-i-Manri’s hard-line lead-' 
er, Gulbaddin Hekmatyar, 
claimed on Dec. 19 that his group 
was working with several dandes- 


NqjamBah 


Soviet troops ended nine years 
of direct military involvement in 
Afghanistan’s bitter dvQ war last 
February, but Moscow continues 
to support NajibuQah. 

The Red Army intervened in 
1979 to replace a Khalq govern- 
ment with a Parcham one — both 
of winch were pro-Soviet — then 
stayed to help fight a growing 
insurgency by U.S. -backed re- 
bels. 

Moscow continues to back' 
Afghanistan’s Communists 
through a massive military airlift 
and overland convoys. 


The Khalq and Parcham fec- 
E the P] 


imt» 


lions of the PDPA have been at 
odds almost since the Party’s con- 
ception in file 1960s. They have 


to stage a coup. 

He refused to give details. 

Several rebel leaders have pre- 
dicted either the collapse of the 
PDPA or a mQftaiy mutiny fol- 
lowing tins year’s Soviet troop 
withdrawal, but neither have 
occurred. 

Despite widespread expecta- 
tions of their defeat, the Com- 
munists have held onto Afghanis- 
tan's major dries in the face of an 
all-out guerrilla siege. 

The insurgents control most of 
the countryside but remain 
vulnerable to the government’s 
air power and long-range artil- 
lery. 

Rebel groups, based primarily 
in Pakistan and Iran, are fighting 
to establish a guerrilla-led Islamic 
government in tfaeii homeland. 
They have refused to negotiate 
with NajibuQah or any prominent 
PDPA officials. - 


Sudan leader accuses relief workers of arming 



KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Sudan's military ruler repeated 
government charges Sunday that 
weapons were reaching rebels in 
southern Sudan through a famin e 
relief operation led by the Un- 
ited Nations. 

General Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir also said the relief prog- 
ramme was biased in favour of 
the guerrillas and had allowed 
many people in goveramnet-held 
areas to starve to death. 

“Sudan does not specifically 
accuse tbe United Nations or 
relief organisations belonging to 


donor countries of smuggling 
arms and ammuni tion to the re- 
bels through Operation Lifeline 
Sudan,” Bashir told the official 
Sudanese News Agency (SUN A). 

“The accusation is directed 
against some individuals em- 
ployed by these organisations 
who have certain commitments, 
objectives and inclinations which 
they want to realise through the 
programme.” 

U.N. officials were not im- 
mediately available for comment 
on Bashir's remarks, which 
echoed charges made earlier this 


month by a member of his milit- 
ary junta. Colonel Mohammad 
A1 Amin Khalifa. A U.N. official 
in Amman denied the charges 
then. 

But an internal U.N. memor- 
andum obtained by Renters said 
U.N. officials had asked in vain 
for the authorities to produce that 
gh»ltfia said was irrefutable evi- 
dence that anas were being smug- 
gled to the rebels through Opera- 
tion Lifeline. 

It said Khalifa 's charge con- 
trasted with official statements 
supporting U.N. efforts to pre- 


vent famine in the south, ravaged 
by more than six years of war 
between government troops and 
rebels of the Sudan People’s Li- 
beration Army (SPLA). 

“The Khartoum government, 
although it represents the state’s 
sovereignly, never received relief 
supplies except after the approval 
of the rebels,” Bashir told 
SUNA. 

“But when the rebels asked for 
relief, they received it without 
government approval,” he said, 
adding that this led to many 
people in government-held areas 


starving to death. 

Operation Lifeline ended Oct. 
31 after sending more than 
100,000 tonnes of supplies, most- 
ly food, to the south where an 
estimated quarter of a million 
people died on 1988 of hunger or 
stemming from the war. 


About 3.5 million people, 
more than half the population, 
have tied the south in search of 
food and security elsewhere. 
U.N. officials said thousands 
were likely to desert homes in the 
Bahr A1 Ghazal region shortly 
because of a food shortage there. 


Bashir said his government, 
which suspended relief flights late 
October, was studying plans for a 
similar relief operation for 1990. 
He added that it would inspect 
the cargoes of all relief planes 
flying to the smith. 


Attempts to negotiate a trace 
between the government and the 
SPLA have fallen down largely 
on the issue of Islamic laws, 
detested by most people in the 
largely Christian or animist 
south. 


Noriega 


back in 



Israeli 


spy reportedly arrested by U. S. 
t r oops in Panama, has returned 
to Israel, Israel television re- 
ported late Sunday. # 

U-S. embassy ofBdaJs m Pana- 


ma had identified Harari as a top 


.security advisor to depose 
Panamanian leader Manuel 
Antonio Noriega and an instruc- 
tor to his militaiy. 

Israel Television said sources in 
Hamit's family revealed that he 
was in the country, but 

provided no further de tails . 

The defence and foreign mtnfa r 
friw have consistently refused to 
comment on Ha ran's c ase saying 
he is a private citizen. 

Hanoi either talked his way 
out of custody or was mistakenly 
identified by U.S. authorities, 
gp j n nK ng to U-S. embassy offi- 
cial in Panama City. ^ - 

“They t ho ught theyhad him,” 
sa id a senior embassy official said 
“ on farther checking ei th er they 
didn’t have him — most probable 
— or he convinced them he was 
someone else,” said the official, 
who asked not to be identified. *T 
think we are doubtful that he is 


scribed him as an unoffii^l . go. 
between for their countiy'and 
Israel. Israeli officials haye de- 
med any official connectitiiL 
• Hanoi was Noriega’s commer- 
cial attache and honorary consul 
in Israel after having retired from 
the Israeli inteffigence service in 
1979. 

Afonner mteffigeoce chief- for 
Larin America, . he firat met 
Noriega, in 1973 when tbegeneral 
headed Panama’s G-2 infeffi- 
genoe unit for the late Omar 
Tcrrijos who diedJn a 1981 plane 
crash. Hanoi played an integral' 
rale in developing the ^nama- 
s Fore 
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in-country at tins 
The official had said on Thursr 


day, without giving details, that 
Harari, 62, had been taken into 
custody a day earlier by U.S. 
troops, who invaded Pa n a m a 
Dec. 20. 

Panamanian officials have de- 


He also tramed and reezuited 
Noriega’s personal security de- 
tail, which included fornra Israeli 
soldiers and Cuban; military 
advisers. . . . _ 

A former Panamairiair diplo- 
mat who served in Israel and 
returned last week from exile in 
the United States said Harari 
took kickbacks from Israeli 
businessmen who sought to invest 
here in the 1980s. 

Eduardo Herrera Hassan, 
chosen to bed the new Panama- 
nian security force that ; is to 
replace the PDF, said , the kick- 
backs were split with Noriega. 

He also bias been linked to 
reported ann&shipments to U.S.- 
backed rebels that were paid for 
by drug proceeds. . The charges 
have never been proved. 
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Israel paid Ceausescu 


cash for immigrants 


OCCUPIED (AP) — Israel paid 
thousands of dollars in ca sh to 
Nicolae Ceausescu for every 
Ro manian Jew be allowed to 
emigrate to this country, an 
Israeli n ewspap er has revealed. 

For years, Cea u sescu received 
between $5,000 and $7,000 for 
every emigrantion visa issued to 
JeWs, and some $50 to $60 nriQkm 
ended up in the executed Roma- 
nian dictator’s own pocket, the 
Yediot Aharont said in its 


According to the paper, the 
money given Ceausescu was not ^ 
“state rands” but was ■ money 

• T 5 -Jr- : 



Ik. •"-* 


a. T, : ; 


£ rj 


turns. It said reliable source* . - ^ 
among the Jewish community in >. - 1 
theu!s. confirmed that Ceauses- 32? : - 
cn had received the money for the , 

past 20 years; - tssEK..; 

Edgar Bronfman, the head of 3 
the World Jewish Congress, culti- 
vated dose tics with Ceausescu -- 

and even visited the Romanian i’. 1 


Quoting reliable sources, the 
paper said that the official agen- 
cies responsible for immigration 
in Israel, including the foreign 
ministry - and the psuedo-gov- 
emmental Jewish Agency, ack- 
nowledged that Ceansescu was 
but would not give accurate 



ruler in 1988 and was asked to 

hel p Rom ani a keep its euuuout- - - ^ 

• I ff # , . ... - , J *■ 

tion” status, the - paper said. sfe iEfzdg fe, 
The English languag e Jem- ; 

salem Post said the .money was ti : 2 .. 1 
handed, over in suitcases fiQed flC: 
with U.$. dollars. 


V 


Israeli officials reportedly 
knew of the payoffs for years, but 
they dared not expose 1 or pubK- 
czse it for fear it would halt 
immigration from Romania, 
Yediot- said. 

“Even we, like Israel, knew of 
the payment for Jewish emigra- 
tion, but our interest was the 
protection of the Jews in Roma- 
nia and not of what kind of 
dictator Ceausescu was,” the 
paper quoted an un named offi- 
cial involved in the deals. . 


The head of the hhmigration 
and absorption committee in the 
Knesset, or parliament, Michael 


Kliner, told Yediot that helping 

1 to Israf. 


bring Romanian Jews 
was a “life-saving” issue and 
therefore “all necessary steps 
were kosher.” 

■ 

Motti Amkhai, a spokesman 
for the foreign miinstzy, said they 
knew of no such deals; , with 
Romania. 


IRA- 


“We are not relating to the 


story. I don’t know where they 
tame up with it,” he sod. 


St 0c: 


‘Ceausescu wanted secret 
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Israeli-PLO meetings’ 








<u * 


KUWAIT (R) — A senior 
Palestinian leader said in remarks 
blished Sunday that executed 
manian dictator Nicolae 


£ 


Ceausescu tried to arrange secret 
meetings between the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
and Israel 

Kuwait’s A1 Seyasseh newspap- 


mon) Peres, but he fiafled,” said 
Khalaf. 

Romania was the 1 only' East 
bloc couantzy ^ dSduotcat ties 
with Israel after the.l967 war. 


■t.- 


L - - 


quoted Salah Khalaf, an 
FLO le 


leader Yasser Arafat, as 
saying Israel rebuffed Ceauses- 
cu’s mediation. 

“The PLO had agreed, 
but... they (the Israelis) foiled his 
attempts to bold secret meetings 
in Bucharest between the two 
sides,” said Khalaf, also known 
as Abu Iyad. 

“Ceausescu tried with (Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak) Shamir 
and (former Prime Minister Shi- 


Kbalaf said- Cfeauaescu, who 
was executed last wwfck ^fte* 
being overt hro wn, had.fescrital ^ 
former Egyptian ^j^resident 
Anwar Sadat as a gnatt iwn f° r 
recov erin g Sinai in treaty 
with IsraeL ■'"- ■ 

1 • r . -/j . , 



accused' Palesnman 
leaders of b^og sef^h’^nl aatf 

m mm • a. 


looking after their oWh interests, 

Khalaf said. ' -7 ; 

- ■ . 

“Ceausescu was for the 


Mshment of -a Palesttman state 
and setf-deterarinatibh, but he 
believed in the theory of stages,” 
Khalaf was quoted as sfffong- 
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will be duty and p artly dowdy. Winds 
will be rath westerly moderate to 
ftedL In Aqaba, winds wiH be norther- 
ly fresh and seas wavy. 

MmJbmr. temp. 
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Yesterday's hid) te mpe rat ure s: Am- 
16, Aqaba 21. Homictoy readings: 
42 per eeat, Aqaba 32 per 
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worn 
bu 


r way on 
' _ more schools 

AMMAN (1*T ; ) — Wock a ttactei. 

^gdenwy for tberapkntfmtation Masri raid the first stage of die 
of fibc fiat phase <rf * project to pfem *&£* bufldmg M» retools 
b«Id 430 retool bufldmgt is tte oy tire ye tr 1992. the secoad 
KmgdOR by the year 1998, covert X&rehqpl* between 1992 
accortong taMmitfry of Edrc*- wril99Siad» the third stage a 
Socictaiy-Qeoetstl Muflthcr total of 140 retools, wfll be built 
A1 Mm. bet w een 1995 load 1998. ■ 

„ Location; tor tbe schools iotbe He said the schools were 
first stage have ben chosen and needed to &pw off tented 

studies are near complete jb toikttoy ato to ctotto two-shift 
ooopertcoo with die Muristry of school dxft m Jordan. 

Public Worts aid Bomwig ad 

the Royal Scientific Society Atpreseat 150 gowrnmena 
(RSS), Mam- added in * state- school res twoahjft school days 
ment carried by the Jordan News at viewed the shortage of school 
Agency. Petra, - ■ bufldmgs wad have a one-day 

Ma gj said t be phut was in hue week-cod Friday, while the rest 
with racon u ttenda t ioni and re- of the governme n t sd toals s tar ted 
solutions paoed by the first • to ham atwo-day weekend on 
national edu c a tional o onfeien cc Thursdays and Fridays as. of 


national conference 

held in Amman in 1987. . . 

The resolutions aJso caQ for 
reviewing and updating textbooks 
and providing higher training for 


to ham atwo-day wedeead on 
Thursdays and Fridays as of 
October 1989 after cxtmrting 
it hd r school days by 45 tnitaite t 
cadi day to make up for tbe 
school boon 00 Thursdays. 


JTV tightens its belt, 
ks more sponsors 


AMMAN ( J.T.) — Jordan Tele- 
vision (JTV) wfll soon be laun- 
ching campaign through the 
media to tty to enlist sponsorship 
from various oraurisa turns and 
local companies for its program- 
mes in tbe new year, accor din g to 
Zaid Fariz, director of Jordan 
Television programmes depart- 
ment. 

He told tbe Jordan Times Sun- 
day that tbe Housing Bank and 
another local co mpan y had fi- 
nanced and sponsored a number 
of programmes telecast earher-by 
JTV. The door wfll now be open 
for others to sponsor and finance 
the sc reenin g of major world 
events like the 1990 World Soccer 
Cup championship to be held in 
Italy, be said. 

At tbe same time, Jordan Tele- 
vision will abb try to reduce 
expenses by zepeatmg .a numb e r 
of earlier programmes but wffl 
continue to provide viewers wfch 
a set of good quality p r og ra mme s 
to meet all tastes, according to 


mes or* jvarhrxtnfing them be- 
tween 6 p.m. and 11 p.m. One of 
the programmes, which bad been 
00 (be re p ea t is the previous 
eyrie was ‘Three’s Company,” a 
popular American television 
comedy, wffl be dropped in the 
co min g eyrie, according to Faro. 

“It a not tree that tins is bring 
done under pressure or criticism 


Jordan Television bat decided 
to cut the duration of its pro r am - 
mes until 11 p.m., thus doing 
away ..with a of program- 


mxn Islamic activists or any oarer 
source as r eport ed by a foreign 
news agency, Fariz stressed. He 
said that c utting tbe dura t i on of 
television programmer was bring 
done purely for eaooonnc reasons 
and to cot down on expenses, 
Jordan Trievirioa programmes, 
he said, will be selected «s best as 
possible with good quality mano- 
rial presented to die viewers but 
within the K«w*«d budget it has at 
its disposal. 

However,' the sEmmed-down 
pro g ra mmes appeared to have 
already upset some JTV viewers. 
*T understand the financial 
reasons, 0 raid a view er who-pre- 
fiened a no nym ity. “But, to take 
off some of the most popular 
programmes — Throe’s Com- 
pany 7 is one example — is not 
very to," she commented. 



Universities to keep reserved 
seats for West Bank students 



WHAT’S GOING ON 


the daii 


re compiled tom monthly bulletins and 
Readers are advised to verify the listed 


JD 90 million allocated to 
development projects 

AMMAN (Petra) — A total of roads: Azraq-Roweished, Irbtd- 
JD 90 wriTKo n in loans were alio- Jerash, Irbid-Kufr Youba and 
cated to tbe various development Saft-Kufr Honda, 
projects during- the year 1990, The loans also indude JD 10 
mdndSng a JD 40 million loan by million granted by tbe Arab Fund 
tbe Worid Bank, according to a for Economic and Social De- 
report in- A1 Dostoor Arabic vclopment to finance costs of 
-cfcwjr. - - - • ■ -CMutnaoCmg ZasqanMafei 

The daily quoted Ministry of transfer of two gas turitio 
-Finance sources as saying the Amman to Rishaah, and c 
Worid Bank loan would be used meat of the Zarqa rive; 
to a project for connect- Ha nun ad Basin projec 

mg Egypt with the national irrigation projects m the 
Jo rdanian electric grid, and the Jordan Valley, 
electrification of rural areas in 

Jordan, in addition to replacing The Kuwaiti Fund for 
tiie old water network in Amman mic Development also pre 
and completing the water and loan of JD 3.4 million to 
sewerage projects in Zarqa and costs of c o n n ecting run 
elsewhere in the Kingdom. Part with electricity, expandm 
of tbe World Bank loan will be A1 Yitm-south Aqaba i 
.used for financing foe construe- reach A1 Wadi area, 
turn of. nur s in g and midwifery The loans inducted JD 
school and a medical facility in hem provided by the Sant 
Zarqa Govemorate, urban de- for Economic Devetopom 
velopment projects, and medical million by the United 
focflrty in frbid and educational Agency for Interuation 
projects. vefopment, $ 3 minion 

These loans indude JD 15 mil- German Reconstruction 
Son loan by the Japanese govern- and JD 500,000 from ti 
meat towards fiwwfrig the costs Fund, in addition to 
of constructing the following sources. 


Egypt 


AMMAN (J.T.) —Two Jordanian 
students were among right peo- 
ple killed when a six-storey apart- 
ment buMing collapsed in the 
Egyptian city of Alexandria, 
according to a report by the 


transfer of two gas turbines from 
Amman to Rishaah, and develop- 
ment of the Zarqa river basin, 
Ha nun ad Basin project, and 
irrigation projects m the central 
Jordan Valley. 

The Kuwaiti Fund for Econo- 
mic Development also provided a 
loan of JD 3.4 million to finance 
costs of connecting rural areas 
with electricity, expanding Wadi 
A1 Yitm-south Aqaba road to 
reach A1 Wadi area. 

The loans inducted JD 4 mil- 
lion provided by tiie Saudi Fund 
for Economic Development, JD 7 
million by the United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment, $ 3 million by the 
German Reconstruction Bank, 
and JD 500,000 from the Iraqi 
Fbnd, in addition to other 
sources. 


the two students as Ghazi 
Barakeh and Nabfi Salameh 
Hantam. 

Petra also said three other stu- 
dents were injured in tbe collapse 
and gave their B«n« as Ahmad 
Saeed Budeirat, Ahmad Hamdan 
Askar and Mustafa Mohammad 
Younes. 

It said that Budesrat was dis- 
charged from hospital after redv- 


two were still undergoing treat- 
ment in Alexandria. According to 
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Deputies continue debate 


(Continued from page 1) 

vote of confidence and died Bad- 
ran’s background as tiie head of 
foe General Intelligence Depart- 
ment and cast doubts on the 
government’s willingness to en- 
dorse “genuine demoexatisation” 


bran Sunday’s 


of foe Lower Home (Photo by tfonsrf A1 *ABon) 


Panama wants to try Noriega 


{Continued from page 1) . 

v Noriega was mated from pow- 
» er by a U.S. militajy invasion 

—Dec. 20. U.S. troops have sur- 


a week wMtediplamats pursued 
aeffotiatkms for his ‘extradition 


or t ran sfer. .• 

Meanwhile, U.S- military aril 
embassy officials gave varying 
accounts of a U.S. military ram 
Friday night on tiie house .of 

Nkaragrasambassador to Pana- 
ma, Antenor Ferecv, which led 
Managua to espd 20 American 


:-r 


'll 

At 
-ft- 
•' r 


Managua to expel 20 American 
-diplomats in reprisal. 

; Az official grid U.S, soldiers 
’ fold him the bouse bad no out- 
ward identification. But journal- 
ists said a plaque * on foe waS 
cfeaiiv showed it to bfr a l^cara- 


mfghr ham provoked the fflrident 

■ hecanse it was se eking an exoae 
to f-fft dam ITJ&. dfykmatc staff 

^Managua. 


day, however, it iq grafted tbe 
raid and President George Bush 
termed foe operation a “screw- 

up. . 

Southern Co mman d spokes- 
man Cotonri Ronald Scooyera 
said soh&ers found a huge arsenal 

wade tiie bouse, mdudmg anti- 
tank weapons, rocket-propelled 
grenades, submachine guns and 
rifles. 

Sconyers said foe sokfiers went 
to flic house actii^ on a tip that 
there was an arms ad£ inside. 
Warning shots were fired after 
foe oempanti jgimred a request 

to leave, he said. - 
After Ferreyarrivod, Sconyers 
saW tbe sohfen phoned the 
U.S. embassy for gnakuce and 
we told that foe ambassador’s 
. official rnHdanoa WBS risewfade, 
Stadhexn Cousnand said later 
thgt information given to the 
Foreign hfenstxy ty the Nicara- 
.gjuan embassy as late as Ocl 20 
showed a different addrwsfor the 


Shamir 

(Coutluued from page 1) 

nia’s late leader Niooiae Geanses- 
eu, who was executed last week 
amid a r eformi st wave in the 
Communist country. 

.. Labour Party leaders called an 
e mer gency meeting fey Sunday 
night amid speculation whether a 
co m promise could be reached or 
whether it would withdraw from 
the coalition government and 
farce elections. 

Labour, trailing in opinion 
polls, could damage its standing 
further by defending a minister 
who may have met the FLO. 

Likud Environment Minister 
Ronnie M3o said Shamir told 
Foes of iris plans last week so 
Weizman could be urged to res- 
ign rather than force a afeb. 

But Peres said he kept the news 
to himwdf, telling Stnunir it WBS 
the premier's job to inform Weiz- 
man. He critiasod the prime 
minister for taking a decision 
before taking to weizman pri- 
vately. 


“Is this cabinet qualified to 
lead tins stage? Is this ’structure’ 
is tiie real expression of the 
Jordanian political map and its 
nationalist forces?” asked Kawar, 
foe only journalist in pariuunent. 

“I declare that this government 
does not differ in its course from 
the previous government because 
it does not re present a wide sec- 
tor of this people and did not 
emanate from tbe people,” he 
.qrerfayt '’Your Excellency, bow 
do you reconcile between your 
role in tbe intelligence which 

abused people’s rights and your 
respect and praise of tiie same 


Rifiu government by ministers or 
senior officials of the era of the 
former prime minister was totally 
unacceptable since they them- 
selves were part of it. 

“I have to darify to my brother 
Hindawi and some former minis- 
ters in Rifaf s government who 
are today members of parliament 
tint corruption and tyranny pre- 
vailed during that era and there 
were no men intide the govern- 
ment who acted according to 
their conscience and protested,” 
Shbeilat said. 

The declarations by the three 
deputies to withhold confidence 
in the cabinet were received by 
the loudest applause from more 
Hum 1,500 people who jammed 
the parliament gallery. 

The Lower House resumes ita 


respect ana praise or me same 
people when some of them be- 
came deputies under tins dome?” 

■ Eadier in the session, indepen- 
dent I&Ianrist Leith Shbeilat, who 
also withheld 'the vote of confi- 
dence, also cited Badran’s back- 
ground as the main reason for his 
position. 

*T call on the appointment of a 
new prime minister who enjoys 
popular confidence as well par- 
liamentary confidence so that he 
can gradually move tbe system to 
a new c ons t i t u tional course to 
which the people are not reed 
yet,” said Shbeilat, who had also 
withheld the vote of confidence 
from Zaid Rifat's government m 
1985. 

A Shbeilat, however, sharply 
countered an attack on the gov- 
ernment by Deputy Thooqan A1 
Hindawi, a former deputy prime 

' minister during Rifai’s rule. He 
said criticism levelled against the 


The Lower House resumes its 
session at 1030 a-m_ Monday 
with seven more deputies lined 
up to air foeir views and com- 
ments. The prime minister is ex- 
pected to make a reply speech to 
the House, before the 80-mem- 
ber assembly takes a formal vote 
of confidence. 

Israelis 

(Continued from page 1) 

Palestinian was foot dead by an 
unknown assailant at Bureij re- 
fugee camp on suspicion he 
cooperated with the Israeli 
occupation authorities, residents 
said. 

During Saturday’s rally, small 
groups of religious Jews id skull- 
caps buried insults at the peace 
activists, and Israeli right-wing 
political parties condemned foe 
demonstration. 

Israel Radio quoted a state- 
ment fay the tar-right Motedet 
Party as saying the violence 
proved that only a separation of 
Jews and Arabs can end blood- 
shed in the Middle East. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian 
universities will continue to keep 


students from foe occupied West 
Bank until the results txf tawjibi 
(secondary school certificate ex- 
amination) are announced next 
month, ftcoorcfing to a report in 
the A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Sunday. 

The report, quoting a decision 
by the Comal of Higher Educa- 
tion in Amman, said that foe four 
Jordanian universities would 
keep foe door open for the eligi- 
ble students from the West Bank 
who can enrol at the start of the 
spring semester which opens by 
the end of Janaary. 

The 256 seats constitute nearly 
13 per cent of the total seats 
to non- Jordanian Arab 
students for the 1989-1990 


academic year, according to the 
report. It said that in imple- 
mentation of a decision by the 
fYwnvTfl nf HigW Friiw-ari nn rfw? 

four universities assigned 1,264 
seats fmr non- Jordanian Arab stu- 
dents, out of a total of 9,832 seats 
for this academic year. 

According to tiie report, it had 
been rumoured that the seats 
could be given to Jordanians if 
the West Bank students tail to 
apply for them in view of the 
intifada and the current situation 
in the occupied territories. 

Tbe repeat also quoted officials 
at the University of Jordan as 
saying that there would be no 
chance for “special course” stu- 
dents to be admitted this year 
because the university last 
September accepted 3,988 regu- 


lar students for the current year, 
raising the overall number of 
studnets to 17,349. 

At present, all four universities 
are involved in end-of-tbe-tenn 
examinations which are due to 
end by Jan. 12. 

University President Mahmoud 
A1 Saxnra was quoted in Decem- 
ber as saying that th * door was 
£pea for a greater number of 
students this year m view of tbe 
tact that the majorhy of them 
cannot pay for their higher educa- 
tion abroad. 

Among the present students, 
he said, there are 954 whose 
parents live abroad and are nor- 
mally Jordanian expatriates, 521 
from occupied Palestine, 945 
non-Jordanian Arabs, 121 non- 
Arab students and 131 students 


WFP extends highlands 

project for five years 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The World 
Food Programme (WFP), ibe 
food aid ann of the United Na- 
tions system has announced the 
approval of a five-year extension 
of its project to develop tbe high- 
land agricultural regions of Jor- 
dan. WFP wfll contribute $26 
million to pay for food commod- 
ities and transportation. 

WFP has assisted Jordan in 
agriculmral development since 
1964. Assistance to the highland 
agricultural regions started 15 
years ago and the project wfll 
now enter its fourth phase. A 
WFP review of the project con- 
cluded that the project has ex- 
ceeded its targets. In the area of 
soil conservation and fruit-tree 
planting, for example, the project 
achieved 122 per cent of the 
target, according to a WFP press 


The new phase of the project is 
concentrated in the highland 
areas of the eleven districts of 
Irbid, Jerash, Salt, Amman, 


Ajknm, Zarqa, Madaba, Karak, 
Mafraq, Tafueb and Ma’an and 
covers a total area of 15,000 
hectares. Typical of these areas 
are very shallow soils, inefficient 
soil and water conservation 
methods and small land holidays. 

WFP said it believes that crop 
production could increase signifi- 
cantly by making better use of the 
land and mtjodudng better pro- 
duction methods. This project 
would help 7,500 poor farm 
households. Most of these far- 
mers, who usually own less than 
five hectares, do not earn enough 
from agriculture to live on and 
rely on other means, which are 
increasingly difficult to find, 
according to WFP press release. 

The project features several 
schemes designed to increase 
agricultural production and re- 
duce soil erosion. In so3 con- 
servation, plans call for the con- 
struction of stone contour ter- 
races, earth contour banks, etc. 
Over the five-year period fruit- 


tree planting will take place on 
15,000 hectares mainly with o&Ye 


Other project activities include 
the construction of windhreak- 
ers, farm buildings and cisterns. 
Suitable fodder crop spedes wifi 
be planted as a pilot project in 
order to better integrate livestock 
raising with rainfed tanning. 

The WFP food aid win help 
compensate farmers for the tem- 
porary loss of income when they 
switch from wheat crop to frmt 
production. Farmers who reg- 
ularly cultivated their land before 
planting it with fruit trees wd 
receive 250 kOos of wheat per 
hectare every year during the first 
four years after the fntit orchard 
has been established. Additional- 
ly, each former will receive 
approximately 60 fondly rations 
of wheat flour, vegetable oil, 
pulses, canned cheese, sugar and 
tea during two years as an incen- 
tive to maintain the newly- 
planted trees. 


Sheep project in Hammad 
Basin takes definite shape 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A joint 

Jordanian-Syrian c ommi t te e has 
concluded a feasibi&ty study on a 
sheep-fattening project proposed 
to be set up in the Hammad Basin 
and work on the project w£Q start 
early next year, according to a 
report earned by the Sawt A1 
Shaab Arabic drily. 

The project, which aims to 
produce 650 torrnes of lean meat 
annually for the Syrian and 
Jordanian markets, wfll be set up 
up on 250,000 hectares in the 
Hammad Basin, a semi-desert 
region with common bonders with 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia in addition 
to Syria ami Jordan. 

Jordan has already laimcfaed a 
socio-economic "development 
scheme at Rwdshed within the 
basin and has drilled aretesian 
wells and bnflt mud dams and 
schools. 

According to the Sawt A1 


Shaab report, both Syria and 
.Jordan suffer from a shortage of 
lean meat and the new project, 
which will also provide wool at 
the rate of 120 tonnes and 220 
tonnes of milk annually, wfll go a 
long way towards meeting the 
two countries’ needs of meat and 
dairy products. 

Tbe paper said that in tbe 
initial stage, a total of 15,000 
beads of sheep would be raised at 
die project ate rising to 40,000 in 
the 10th year. It said that nearly 
150,000 hectares will be used 
purely for £razfr$ purposes, pro- 
viding nearly 80 per cent of feed 
for toe animals while the rest 
would be in the form of concen- 
trated fodders. 

Apart from the pasture lands, 
tbe two sides plan to drill 11 
arcstesian wells to provide water 
for the animals, and wfll plant 
Shrubs which will provide an 


additional amount of fodder, 
the paper added. 

It said that the products of the 
joint project, to be situated in the 
north western regions of the 
basin, will be marketed primarily 
in Jordan and Syria. 

Jordan imports nearly 70 per 
cent of its red meat and has 
laimcfaed the Awassi sheep im- 
provement project to help meet 
pan of the local market demands 
of lean meat and cut foreign 
currency expenditure. Tbe Euro- 
pean Community is providing 
assistance to the time of JD 1.5 
mflfion to help tbe Jordan Coop- 
erative Organisation (JCO) to 
cany out this project. 

To make up for meat shor- 
tages, Jordan has been importing 
fresh meat from Turkey and East- 
ern European nations. Since 
February 1989, it started import- 
ing larger amounts of frozen meat 
from New Zealand. 
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The hour before 


dawn is the darkest 


THE EXTENSITY and intensity of the ongoing partJamen- 
tary de Uwrte on gran t in g or withholding Die vote of confi- 
dence to Prime Minister Mndar Badran have surpassed aD 
expectations. No-one doubted or even questioned the right 
of each and every member of Parliament to speak out in 
conformity with their respective political platforms or 
camp aign slogans during the November elections, but few 
anticipated that the presentations of views on Prime 
Minister Bad fan's ministerial programme to trice on an 


One probable explanation why the debate in Parliament 
took form and shape Ms look is the thirst for democracy. 
Having been deprived of opportunities to speak out on issues 
and subjects that concern the people most for over 22 years, 
it is easy to imagine how the “bellies” of the representatives 
of the people was ready to burst open from excesses of 
constra ints and restraints. In some ways the country as a 
whole shares the responsibility for the outbursts that 
occurred on the Parliament floor. 

Stfll the c ountry is waiting impatiently for the drawn-out 
debates to end and the votes to be counted in favour of or 
against giving Badran and his team the vote of confidence. It 
is the judgement of many that he should be given this 
coveted vote of confidence. The next few hoars should tefl 
the final story on this subject. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A 1 Ra’i Arabic daily Sunday discussed Parliament's marathon 
session during which deputies aired their views quite frankly and 
openly, paying tribute to or criticising the actions of various 
government ministers. The paper said that this procedure took 
place within the atmosphere of democracy winch characterises 
this country and which opens the way for constructive work for 
the new government. But despite toe criticism and conflicting 
views (me can perceive an all-out support for the government's 
pledges to bolster the aimed forces, enhance the elements of 
democracy and strengthen Parliament's stance in all fields, said 
the paper. The different views presented at the session constitute 
a healthy sign, and point to the fact that the legislative and the 
executive authorities are in for a longtime partnership in handling 
the affairs of the Kingdom and serving national interests, the 
paper added. It said that the views of the deputies are bonnd to be 
reckoned with by the government which has pledged to adopt 
a democratic system and protect the national unity and put an end 
to all practices that had endangered national interests. 


A columnist in Al Ra'i Arabic daily s um s up the events in 1989 , ar 
year which, he says, has witnessed a host of con s tr u c tiv e 
developments on the local, regional and international levels. 
Mahmoud Al Rhnawi notes that 1989 w itn essed the return to 
democratic and parliamentary rule in Jordan, the formation of 
Arab economic groupings and reconciliation b e tw een Arab 
countries. Above all, the writer says, the past year witnessed an 
escalation of Palestinian resistance activity in the occupied Arab 
territories, and further support for the Palestinian people’s ri ght* 
by the Vatican and numerous foreign nations and peace-loving 
people around the world. Even Lebanon began to see foe li ght 
again towards the end of the past year, with the electron of a 
president and the gradual elimination of hostilities among die 
various factions, says Rhnawi. 1969 was a year of a democratic 


changes and situations in many parts of foe globe, foe writer adds. 
He expresses hope that the coming decade win carry for the Arab 
World further successes and peace. 


Al Dustoer Arabic daily newspaper commented on Parliament’s 
vote of confidence session held m a democratic atmosphere and 
freedom. The paper said that the Jordanian people take pride in 
watching their deputies openly and freely criticising governments 


with a view to avoiding blunders and errors in foe future, they 

feel hopeful that Jordan was finally catching up with the other 


nations which enjoy foil democratic rule and freed om , said the 
paper. The paper also noted that the Jordanian people now look 


towards real and c on stru c ti v e cooperation between Parliament 
and any government in Jordan to be based on mutual respect and 
close coordination and total commitment to serving 

interests. It said that the open and free debate in Parliament, 
whether the government wins a vote of confidence or not, 
indicates that the d em o crati c p roce ss will be aneshb gmo the 
right atmosphere and within the li m i t s of law*. The paper 
supported aU responsible moves designed to offer service to the 
country and praised endeavours on toe part of tire gover nm ent 
and Parliament to pave tire way for a brighter future for Jordan. 


Monday’s Political Pulse 


Waleed 


Arabs must share common infrastructures 


usual euphoria 
diplomatic rela 


VUUUUiwi) '“I - - n | 

Wednesday, Cairo and Damascus nrsummed metr mil amkmaoc 
— lorijw on aim Af Aifltum rlflffmnflted the Arab Woikl mat save 


relation , an am of elation dominated the Arab Worid mat gave 
to the belief that foe beginning of the end of Arab anxiety 
about their future has been ushered in. What accentuated ites 
sudden feeding of optimism is foe central positions that both Syria- 
anfi Egypt occupy in the heartland of the Arab World. I t will be 
that the long held view in the Middle East is that without 
Egypt the Middle East Arab states can never wage war and 
without Syria they cannot successfully sue for peace. This view 
pmwl currency when tire Arab countries concemedsoagnt 
Kaiatw. with load as a foundation for achieving an 

honourable settlement. 


Yet on closer look, the re storation of (Splomatic relations is not 
H ife ng ut from establishing them and at best such a step 
pywh >t^ Sn» ly».flr minimu m in relations between oountries. And 

_ . _ ■ ■ m _ _ m .■ - . - m - A X- 


iwmitnaKgf- achievement that inthe final analysis it adds very little 
and substracts even less. In terms of substance as distinguished 
from appearances and diplomatic niceties and superficial protocol 


considerations what gives creddnoe and viability to foe erirteooe 
of dtpinmnrif: relations between any given countries is the wl uit 
of the meeting of tire minds between them on issues and subjects, 
first of domestic nature and second of external importance. Thus 
di plo matic relatios between two Co mm u nis t countries which 
share similar domestic and external ideologies are more meaning- 
ful than those that exist between countries which share nothing in 
terms of how to govern their respective peoples and tow to 
formulate and conduct foreign policies. Otherwise, relations 
between diametrically di f fere nt countries would be like matc hmg 
mouses with seriously divergent attitudes and personal trait* and 
characteristics that are doomed to failure .before they are 
constituted. 

The primary problem that almost all the Arab countries face 
with one other is the perpetual existence of irreconcilable 
differences between them on matters that count most. And the 
continuation of the Arab-Israeli conflicts without proper address 
and resolution by the Arab countries untfll now proves beyond a 
shadow of doubt rtmt a consensus on an external foe, without 
parallel agreements on other fundamental issues and concerns 
a flhrr i ng their domestic situations mid external priorities and 
.perspectives, would leave such a strategy shallow and void. Yet 
toe Arab Worid is stifl witnessing tire creation of constellations of 
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latest state- hang on for many 


The unthinkable N. Korea unlikely 


becomes routine to be influenced by 


in East Germany Romanian upheaval 


By Panl Taylor 

Reuter 

EAST Berlin — In the space of a 
few weeks, tire unthinkable has 
become routine in East Ger- 
many. 

Changes which many residents 
did not expect to see in their 
lifetime have been adopted so 
rapidly that it is sometimes bard 
to re me mber bow life was under, 
toe disgraced Stalinist leadership 
ousted in October. 

The opening of tire Berlin 
Wall, which sealed East Germany 
from tire West from 1961 onto 
Nov. 9 , was tiie most visible 
symbol of revolutionary change. 

But all over East German soci- 
ety, invisible walls of fear, mis- 
trust and censorship have crum- 
bled. 

The East German News Agen- 
cy (ADN) which once earned 
only Communist propaganda, 
now regularly reports opposition 
statements and demonstrations 
and carries critical articles mi the 
country’s enormous economic 
and political problems. 

East Berlin newspa pers, even 
those published directly by tire 
Communist Party, have become 
almost indistinguishable from 
their West German c oun terparts 
in terms of critical co n te n t. 

The East German press pub- 
lishes the West German TV sche- 
dule next to foe fisting of East 
German stations, omitting only 
tire times of news broadcasts, 
which everybody knows anyway. 


its own first pin-up. The West 
German edition of my boy maga- 
zine has chosen 21 -year-old de- 
ntist's assistant Anja Nossak from 
Magdeburg as its playmate of tire 
month for January. 

And East Germany's state-run 
television gave viewers an erotic 
Christmas treat by showing a 
French sex film after midnight. 

People are no longer afraid to 
discuss tire hated secret police, 
njrfmatTwt the Stasi, an abbrevia- 
tion for the aow-abolisbed Maris- 
try fin* State Security. 

For four decades, fear of the 
omnipresent Stasi prevented East 
Germans from exp re ssin g politic- 
al views in public or to anyone 
except perhaps trusted friends 
and relatives. 

The Stasi tapped telephones, 
opened mail, entrapped viators 
and residents with black market 
currency and goods and main- 
tained a vast network of infor- 
mers. 

Now East Germans bold public 
vigfls outride old Stasi offices to 
demand the punishment of hu- 
man rights violations. 

Before tire demise of the Sta- 
linist autocracy, security. police 
would pounce on human rights 
activists seconds after they on- 
failed protest b ann e r s in public, 
wrestling them to the ground and 
imping op their placards. 

Today, police look on indif- 
ferently as Cr owd s march through 


By Kefly Tourney 

The Associated Press 


city centres doing no less than 
waving West German flags, 
shouting anfi-Comnnmist slogans 
and demanding German reuni- 
fication under West German 
terms. 

Enchanted by their new free- 
doms, people so m et im es gather 
spo n t a neously in the street to 
debate politics. Voices may rise 
in foe heat of argument but there 
is no violence — tolerance for the 


printed tire first adverti sem ents 
for a West German brand of 


for a West German brand of 
coffee unavailable in the East 
except in the few hard c ur renc y 


West German newspapers, un- 
til recently outlawed as hostile to 
soexafism, are now on open dis- 
play in East Berlin kiosks. 

Die Weft, tire miii t anti y anti- 
Conununist, nationalistic West 


SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea's swift recognition of the 
new Romanian government was a 
surprise but does not suggest re- 
forms of its rigid Communist sys- 
tem, Western analysts say. 

"Hope for change is prema- 
ture,' said a Western diplomat in 
Sooth Korea, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. “North Korea 
feels change in East Europe is the 
result of a bungled bureaucracy 
and since it has no bureaucracy, it 
feels it needs no reform and has 
no problem. ” 

Tne North Korean government 
announced Wednesday it would 
“respect the road chosen by the 
Romanian people and recognise 
the Romanian'Natkmal Salvation 
Front as the representative of the 
Romanian people. " 

The speed with which North 
Korea recognised tire new gov- 
ernment in .Bucharest is consi- 
dered surprising because of its 
dose ties to the government of 
Nicolae Ceausescu. Analysts 
thought Ceausescu's fall would be 
difficult for North Korea to 
accept or explain to its citizens. 

"We would have expected a 
period of confusion m North 
Korea," said the Western diplo- 
mat. He suggested North Korea 
felt a need to be pragmatic after 
China, its chief Communist ally 
and neighbour, afro quickly rec- 
ognised the new Romanian lead- 
ership. 

Soon after recognising Roma- 
nia, a commentary in North 
Korea’s official Communist Partv 
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Kim H Sung 


30 countries, including Ghma and 
the Soviet Union, were apparent- 
ly convened one month ahead of 
schedule to discuss the radical 
liberalisation in many of its Com- 
munist allies, Unifidation Minis- 
ter Lee Hong-Ku said in SeouL 

Ceausescu, who, was executed 
Monday along with his wife, was 
the last hard-line Communist 
leader in the Warsaw Pact. He 
and North Korean iMrfw Kim 11 
Sung maintained close ties, 
shared repressive leadership 
styles and referred to each other 
as “brother, " 

South Korea’s media have 
given full coverage of the collapse 
of Romania’s authoritarian gov- 
ernment, and commentators have 


.Arab groupings that lack harmony and deg> 

betwe« foem^bers of each of such groupings on matters tofe 

{SSnentai point to be addremed in 

tonrfS dM«matic relations between 
whether resumed relations wifi promise to mogeraaty oe^ 
tweeotto two Arab states on issues toft are dewranatn^ the 
international scene, namely, the role of p huato m and 
of multi-party democracy within toe two 
tiie Arab countries continue to have, very 
and views on such subjects, anyrelatoss 
it is coined as brotherly or 

of real meaning and significance. This proposition wonki 
in resXofmort, if not all, Arab summits^ 

short-lived and e nd up b eing sand castles. 
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rejoiced when other Arab capitate took a smito «my witif 
Egypt, notably Jordan, their celebration over such positivestq* 
wfflbe more cmnpiete when Arab 

another m matt ers of snbstance teaching first upon tiyy dome stic 
ideologies and secondly on foreign pursuits and objectives^ 
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But U.S. and South Korean observers see 
little possibility of a popular uprising In the 
North, where any hint of dissent is crushed 
and news is tightly controlled. Radio dials 

are locked on Government station* 


predicted that North Korea risks 
bloodshed like Romania if it fails 


newspaper Rodong Shi nmnn 
urged fellow C ommunis t nations 
to heighten vigilance and pool 
, their strength against “imperial- 
ist” efforts to undermine 


Spriimer Company, is now distri- 
buted to subscribers in East Ger- 
many, a country whose name it 

used to print disdainfully between 
inverted 


East Germans rubbed their 
eyes when Western sex maga- 
zines went on sale for the first 
time in East Berlin tfafe month. 
Such literature was strictly ban- 
ned in the prudish Communist 


$fow East Germany is to have 


sanct overnight here. 

Despite the fact that 230,000 
jobs are vacant because of toe 
flight of sJofled young East Ger- 
mans to the West, former' secret 
policemen made redundant by 
the new, reform -mmded regime 
■are finding it bard to get a job. 

Co mmunist Econo mi cs Mink , 
ter Christa Loft oootplamed at a 
meeting with opposition parties 
last week that it was unacceptable 
that former state security em- 
ployees should be denied the 
right to work. 


Without directl y the 

fell of the Ceausescu dictatorship, 
it blamed “imperialists” for whu 
it called a “scheme to make the 
most of changes in political and 
economic life in some Socialist 


North. Korea called back its 
ambassadors from its C ommunis t 
allies for an emergency meeting, 
apparently because of the re- 
forms sweeping Eastern Europe, 
.a South Korean cabinet member 
has said. 

North Korea's ambassadors to 


bloodshed like Romania if it fails 
to change. 

“The North Korean leadership 
may well realise that its days are 
numbered,” said a Korea Times 
editorial, adding that Romania 
'’will hopefully serve as a grave 
warning to tiie Pyongyang lead- 
ership.” 

A Korea Herald editorial said: 
“few expected he (Ceausescu) 
could be toppled so quickly and 
easily. The Pyongyang regime 
must realise that change will be 
the only option it will have in the 
very near future.” 

But U.S. and South Korean 
observers see little possibility of a 
popular uprising in tiie North, 
where any hint of dissent is 
crushed and news is tightly con- 
trolled. RadSodiak are locked on, 
government stations. . 


“A news blockade (about 
. Romania) may be the only choice 
they can make,” said Kim Chang- 
Soon, preadent of South Korea’s 
s government-funded North Ko- 
rean Affairs Research Institute. 

“The North Korean govern- 
ment "continues to bold sway. 
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North Korea has retained ties 
with East Bloc allies imdergomg 
major changes, but it had shared , 
a special lrinship with Romania. 

Only last month Pyongyang* 
sent a congratulatory message to 
the J 4 th Romanian Gomnubust * 

Party co ng ress in which it stressed \ 

Q -*■ 1 • _ m. 


[R joint straggle a gainst capital- 


many outer uommnmst states,” 
South Korean President Roh 
Tae-Woo said in a 


living in isolation, North Ko- 
reans have no access to Western 
televirion, publications or mer- 
chandise ami they cannot travel 
outside the communities in which 
they five without permission. 

The Korean peninsula was di- 
vided in. 1945 , and the 250 - 
kflometre denrifitarised zone be- 
tween the rival Koreas is patrol- 
led by 13 million heavily 
troops. 

Demxte a flurry of North-South 
ti“*st*tis year, there's been little 
progress and the countries remain 
enemies. 


ism. A few weeks ago North 
Korea’s Foreign - Minister Khn 
Yong Nam reportedly visited 
Bdtharest to reaffirm relations 
between the two nations- 

North Korea remains a rigid 
totalitarian regime nnH*»r Kim D 
Sung, who has dominated the 
country since the late 1940 s. The 
77 -year-old JKm has designed bis 
son, Kim Jong II, as his political 
heir in what would be the Com- 
munist World's first feurity 
ctynady. _ 

Most Sooth Korean and U.&fc 
observers sav them le vhtuaDv ad" 


observer say there is virtually ad 

chance of change |n North Kfliee 
while Khn U Sung remains in 
control. They say his son Ki® 
Jong B appears determined to 




























» s 


-Trv_.- 
«.'• r 



•V 


I ri *' Ij.'l % 'l J, • 

. ?- • I“‘" “• - ■ .*■»*. 

■ / -r - /.vi ;■ *0;. ■ - 


J fc- 1 - ia_\ ■ | _■ •■ 




8( 

§! 


S 

s 


! S 

Si 

!5 


hi 


etofl,. 
$of^ 
Qd t 
«es. 

■ lOHj 

oy $ 

®- Dc 
"ift*; 

te* t 
> ban 

adfe 

ski 


#, Dc’ 

dor v 
to* » 
.Pta 
todtfe 
tnrwi 

in a it 

eQ* 
is oft 
hep 
be k 

3njni 

in Sc 
beap 
bantf 
d fed 
at jc 
•g aa> 


■ i‘ • ■ ■ O ■' ..• 

-» - — ■ • «iy • - * » 

* ‘ '."L ■ • _ • 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, JANUARY 1 , 1990 


Italy’s film school aims 
for number 1 slot 


Ry. Ctat JPtaferkfc 

ROME — hnliins in fa»H of 
that in spite of all his 
Mis, Benito Mawrfhn node the 
trains n m on' time. Perhaps they 
roould also add that it wasne who 
helped pul Italy do the asp is the 
wgid of cinema. Bade in the 
1930s, sparred on by bis film-buff 
son Vittorio, the bfc Fas cist <fie- 
totor built CSnedtta, a giant stu- 
dio complex on ttecutskirt* of 
Rome that was to become faauns 
as the Italian Hollywood. 


aoa foe modes and a tabsat for 




was one of the most highly re- 
garded in the werid," sdld’Anri- 
co, M Ir ms the fridot-iad most 
avaat-gude, and it grew to be- 
come a pivotal pout in the 
world's Hm culture. As ihe/ens 
passed it became oW-fasfcKHjod 
and outdated, Btoe anything that 
starts o«d ahead of ioihne. Our 
tm H to restore it to its fanner 
rote and to turn it into the he* t 
film school is Europe.” With 
funding from Italy's Msristiy of 


pew up beside the movie studio 
m ce lebra t ing more ri m SO vans 
.in the ba&c» with a ihajor 
facelift xo regain its as 
of the world's finest among 
grounds for budding acton, 
raractore and scriptwriters. 

The school's grandiose title — 
i r ntro Spcrimcntaie Gacmatog- 
rafico (Experimental Centre , for 
Cinematography) — is sell un- 
mistakably Mussofcrian. So, too, 
is the building, a classic example 
of Fascist-era architecture. Ev- 
erything ebe, though, is strictly 
late 20th century. After closing its 
doors for more than a year, tie 
centre has itHxjcncd with gf*n*r 
of the latest high-tech proefoetkm 
equipment and a determination 
to re-establish itself as a magnet 
for young filmmakers. 

In charge of the ce ntr e is 41- 
year-old Caterina d’Amko, an 
energetic personality with a pas- 


By Jon MiQer 


MANILA — ■ As more HUpinos 
resort to violence as a means of 
expression, some communities 
are reacting to try ami break the 
endless cycle of violence and re- 
tribution. 

Take the case of Sagada. On 
Oct. 28, 1988 a drunken member 
of the Fhffippine Ccmstabulary' 
fired his rifle info a crowded 
marketplace in this small north- 
ern Philippine town,' and' two 
c hild ren — one aged 17, the other 
aged 4 — . were killed. The next 


day the townspeople, members of 
thel&akiinay tribe nafiveJPjjhe^ 
rugged Cordillera mountains, 
gathered cm the basketball court 
m the centre ! of .ifc town and 
demanded that thesokfiers leave. 


Hli"' 

teal 

lap* 
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£ war zone, and the soldiers, who 
, were there to flush out guerrillas 
i of the Communist-led New Peo- 
ple’s Army (NPA), said that 
abandoning the town would be 
tantamount to surrender. As a 
compromise, the constabulary 
- unit offered to move its bas e f rom 
the centrally located mundpal 
hall to a school building a few 
hundred metres away: 

Two weeks- later the NPA 
attacked the school. The rebefe 
‘ claimed that die attack was in 
retaliation for the deads of the 
two children, but the plan back- 
fired. During the raid a 12-year- 
old boy, foe son of a sctooL 
teacher, was killed by a stray 
bullet- . 

The people of. Sagada again 


: J J ■ f i 


school ha* already repl aced all of 
and is currently retelding^te 


tedmnpia 


As early priority was cpdating 
the fihn library. “We are the state 
film archive, so it is our duty to 
preserve ah the old copies," said 
d'Amaco. The task has meant 
months of work for the ar c hive 
staff, tracking down every film 
ever made in Italy and restoring 
those in pom condition. All the 
movies are now stored in special 
tempera ture-co n t xofi od amts to 
preserve (be quality and colour of 
the fihn. 

With a background solidly 
rooted in the emertamment bun- 
nest, d'Aonoo is an appropriate 
choice to spearhead the mod- 
ernisation of the centre. Her 
grandfather founded the 


met to stake an important deci- 
sion. Sagadans were sick and 
tired of war. The twon — already 
a haven for antes and nature 
lovers — would become a zone of 


Of course, such complicated 
situations aren't resolved easily, 
and in the past year Sagada has 
bad almost as many setbacks as 
advances. There has been more 
fighting , and the town's agricultu- 
ral economy has continued to’ 
suffer. And. although both the 
gov ernm ent .forces and the NPA 
have gieatl y reduced their pre- 
sence, ne ith er grouphas formally 
accepted the town's peace plan: 


general of the' Manila-based 
Coalition for Peace, says that the' 
lesson foam Sagada an en- 
couraging one. “People in die 
war zones, "she says, “are work- 
ing up the physical courage to 
stand- up ™h tell the armed 
groups to stop." 

There are now three such 
“zones of peace" in the Philip- 
pines, each in an area where 


the MPA has been especially 
fierce. In recent months three 
more communities have 
app roach ed the coalition for 
advice on bow to declare them- 
selves off-limits to armed conflict,' 
and dm idea of cease-fire zones 
has become utopie of serious — 
and heated — debate m Manila. 

In a country abounding with 
advocacy gups, die PtuHppiDe 
peace movement is just now bo- 

pinning to ODUM UIlO ltS OWO. 

Ffontrveros says that there are 
roughly 60 moons m die Confi- 


m 


Academy of Dramatic Arts, the 
state acting college. Her father, 
‘Fodclc (TAnrico, is the music 
critic for the newsmagazine “l*Es- 
preoo.” Her mother, Suso Cec- 
dd d*Anrico, is a weD-known 
screenplay writer wbo has work- 
ed with some of Italy's most 
illustrious directors, including De 
Ska, Rod and Visconti. 

Caterina d’Amico herself 
already has a long career behind 
her. She has directed plays for the 
theatre, made television 
documentaries, worked on the 


teen mcai side ol dozens ot movies 
and written books on set design 
for the cinema. 

Like d’Amico, most of the 
school’s staff are drawn from the 

Italian film world. u Wc tzy to get 
teachers who are professionals 
but who are prepared to take a 
break from making movies to 
help train the next generation,'* 
she said. “For example, our cine- 
matography department is 
beaded by one of the world's 
most highly regarded names, 
Giuseppe Rotmmo. He's agreed 
to won: here for two years and 
then he’ll go back to the dnema." 

Other leading figures have 
pledged to help out on a tempoc- 
aiy basis. A recent visitor to the 
school was the Italo- American 
director, Francis Ford Coppola, 
famous for such movies as ‘The 
Godfather" and “Apocalypse 
Now.* 1 Federico Fellini, Giglio 
Pontecorvo and the late Sergio 


Leone have ail given lectures, 
and Bernardo Bertolucci has 
promised to give a talk once he 
had finished work on ins latest 
movie. 

Competition for the school's 90 
places & intense, with candidates 
applying from all corners of the 
globe. This year’s incoming class 
includes pupus from France, Bri- 
tain, Austria, Brazil, Greece, 
Lebanon and Tunisia. Aged be- 
tween 19 and 25, the students can 
choose from 10 different courses 
that include directing, screenplay 


set design, acting ana 


Staff who select the candidates 
look for aptitude and enthusiasm 
rather tiun experience, dAmico 
said. “It’s always a gamble, and 
sometimes we make mistakes, 
but generally we are Interested in 
a person’s ideas and personality. 
Of course, candidates for the 
cinematography course usually 
have some experience since that 
side is more technical — many of 
them have already worked as 
assistant cameramen. But for 
screenplay writing it's more im- 
portant that they have a certain 
outlook and sense of curiosity. If 
they can't write, it doesn't mat- 
ter. We are a school and it's our 
job to teach them, but if they 
don’t have ideas then there’s no- 
thing we can do to help them.*’ 
The new impetus at the Centro 
Sperimentale coincides with a re- 
vival in the Italian cinema, after 


years of being edipsed by the 
movie industry on the other side 
of the Atlantic. And in spite of its 
ambitions to hecomr Europe's 
leading fihn school, the centre 
aims to hold onto foe style that 
made Italy famous, says d’Anti- 
co: “I think our dnema lost a lot 
of its force and power when it 
began to get too raternationaL 
The Italian dnema is very diffe- 
rent from the American one. I 
personally like and admire the 
movies that come out of dm 
States, but it's not by copying 


them that we will improve our 
own industry. I think it’s ex- 
tremely important that we pre- 
serve the national characteristics 
for which we became renowned." 

“The Italian dnema has always 
been known in the world as one 
based very much on realism, on 
the everyday details of life,” she 
added. “It's more personal, more 
hand-made than other traditions, 
and that’s something we are an- 
xious to retain at the school, even 
though we’re quite prepared to 
let our students expe rim ent with 
otter styles, such as science fic- 
tion.” 

Among the new generation of 
Italian moviemakers, d’Amico 
cites Marco Risi, Giuseppe Tont- 
atore, Maurizto Ntcdtetti Tog- 
n arn and Nanxii Moretti as some 
of the most outstanding talents. 
Nicetetti won this year’s Moscow 
fihn festival award with “Ladri di 
Saponette” ("The Soap 










Rcft ir bfa fc faag and widowed with state-of-the- 
art equipment, Italy’s once-famons dnema 


school is ready again to attract the best and 
brighte st in the movie world. 


Thieves’*), a comedy shot in a 
mixture of black and white and 
colour, which takes an ironic look 
at the relationship between 
movies and advertising. 

Tomatore. just 31, won foe 
Critics* Awafrd at this year's Can- 
nes festival for “Nuovo Cinema 
Paradiso” (literally. “New Cine- 
ma Heaven”). He is now working 
on his third movie, with interna- 
tional movie idol Marcello Mas- 


troianui in the leading role. 

“All of these directors are 
under 40 and all are extremely 
good filmmakers, each in a diffe- 
rent way.” d’Amico said. “As yet 
they are probably not that well 
known abroad, partly because of 
foe question of language, but if 
they’re not, they certainly should 
be.” 

“Italy has always played a lead- 
ing role in the cinema, perhaps 


because we are a nation of crafts- 
men and because art has histor- 
ically been so important to us," 
foe added. “For such a small 
country, we have produced an 
astonishing number of set desig- 
ners and" cameramen and ex- 
ported them all over the world. 
Our aim here at the centre is to 
make sure that Italv holds onto 
that tradition." —World Sews 
Link 


Filipinos establish zones of peace 


from Manila, adding that their 
political orientation “runs from 
centre to left.” They indude rep- 
resentatives from cadi of the 
country's major retigioas. “The 
peace idea is finally picking up 
steam,” foe notes. 

It’s bees a long time coming. 
The NPA, the militant wing of 
the outlawed. Maoist-oriented 
Conmmnst Party of the Philip- 
pines (CPP), was boro in the late 
1960s. The renegade group 
gathered strength as HUpiuos be- 
came disgusted with, 1 the massive 
corruption, mUpianagement of 

the economy and nev -destruc- 
tion of basic political, rights that 
wepB tho JaBimln *. of the late 

Ferdinand Marcos' regime. 

At the height of its power 
daring-foe mid-1980s, the NPA 
dahned to have more than 20,000 
guerrillas fighting in at least 59 of 
foe country’s 73 provinces. As 
many as 20 per cent of the 
population, mainly in the poor 
rural areas, were believed to sup- 
port the guerrillas’ aims. The 
latest nrilitaiy figures put the 
NPA’s strength at just below 
20,000, although most observers 
consider that number too high. 


There are no reliable statistics 
on casualties, but the government 
estimates that nearly 4,000 peo- 
ple were killed in NPA-rdated 
incidents in 1988. The NPA is 
known for its ruthless tactics — 
assassinations, murders of villa- 
gers who speak out against it and 
mock trials at which members 
considered “suspect" are sum- 
marily judged and executed. Hu- 
man ri ghts groups say that there 
are also thousands of “internal 
refugees” — people who have 
lost their homes ana have fled the 
areas where fighting has been the 
heaviest. 

Most analysts agree that the 


ternnl purges reacted the public 
during 1989. 

Mfirtary leaders have told Pres- 
ident Corazon Aquino that they 
exopect to win the war against the 
guerrillas by the end of her term 
in 1992. Both military and NPA 
forces have said that they are 
willing to negotiate a cease-fire, 
but each has set preconditions 
that are unacceptable to the 
other. 

So where does peace fit into 
the picture? Honirveros, a 23- 
year-old former television public 
affair s host and now a community 
organiser, admits that the nation- 
al leadership of both adversaries 


hand in the fighting, at least for 
foe time being, Elite nriHtaiy 
units are bemgsent into the areas 
where the NPA operates, and 
they work directly with the villa- 
gers by providing education, 
medi c al supplies and practical 
help, foe campaign appears to be 
succeeding. Meanwhile, several 
top communist official have been 
captured and hundreds of party 
members have defected to the 
government. The rebels also lost 
supp o rt after news of bloody in- 


ary victoty. For them, she says, 
“a peace initiative is just a threat 
to a war initiative.*' At the local 
and regional levels, though, 
peace groups are gaining groimd- 
For it is in the countryside that 
“combat fatigue" is most preva- 
lent. 

Yet impatience has rarely been 
enough to get the Filipinos mov- 
ing. some analysts say that a 
politically passive population 
must share sane of the blame foT 
the fighting and even for the 
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economic conditions that 
spawned it. Still, the defeat of 
Marcos in 1986 raised popular 
expectations, and now, Hontiver- 
os says, people are becoming fed 
up. 

Much of that is the govern- 
ment’s own doing. Social services 
have been slow to reach remote 
areas. In the meantime. President 
Aquino has allowed private orga- 
nisations — many of them critical 
of official policies — to engage in 
community organising in the 
countryside, and this has made 
people aware that their own ac- 
tions can make a difference. 

Hontiveros says that impati- 
ence is a necessary precondition 
for peace. The war itself is a 
result of economic and sodaT 
problems, and peace makes sense 
to people if they can see that it 
can lead to positive changes in 
their lives. War, of being 

a fact of life, > becomes an 
obstacle. 

“People are more and more 
unable to go out and farm their 
fields, or to organise themselves 
peacefully to address their diffi- 
culties because of the increasing 
intolerance that arms bring into 


the picture,” she adds. 

So, although social-change 
groups here have traditionally 
said that the alleviation of pover- 
ty is a necessary first step toward 
ending the conflict, the Coalition 
for Peace holds that the fighting 
may have to stop before the 
problem of poverty can be 
tackled. 

But where is the precedent for 
resolving conflicts without vio- 
lence in this country? A quick 
glance at any Filipino movie mar- 
quee is enough to prow that guns 
are a big part of the national 
landscape. In towns like Sagada, 
where different tribes have lived 
side by side for centuries, there, 
are rich traditions of treaty-mak- 
ing and negotiation. But those 
traditions are alien to most Filipi- 
nos. Perhaps, Hontiveros says, 
her compatriots can learn from 
the experiences of other coun- 
tries. 

If “waging peace” means in- 
venting new traditions in the Phi- 
lippines-, she says, then so be it. 
That approach has opened the 
Coalition for Peace to charges 
that it is politically naive, but 
Hontiveros answers that it is 


naive to believe that ordinary 
people are powerless to effect 
changes in the national life. 

“We have to choose to believe 
that there is hope,” she says, 
“and not hope in government but 
hope in our capacity to compel 
than to respond, if not from a 
sense of moral obligation then at 
least from a sense of political 
necessity.” 

“We thrive in a situation that is 
participative and democratic, and 
armed confrontation is neither,” 
she explains. “Armies by their 
nature have to be centralised. 
There’s less room for disagree- 
ment than in a non-armed setting. 
There’s less room for experi- 
mentation, for innovation, and 
certainly there’s less room for 
dialogue with the ‘enemy’. " 

Are the Filipinos ready for 
peace? “I wish I could say yes,” 
she says. But then her resolve 
stiffens. “You know, we human 
beings, we really can change. 
Even the most hardened of per- 
sons. We can. But bow to give 
that organisational expression — 
that’s the thing that this move- 
ment is working on” — World 
News Link . 
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World events pressure IMF, U.S. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Internationa Monetary 
fund (IMP)} &dng new challenges In Eastern 
Europe and Latin America, may have to ride out a 
fash squeeze until 1992 if the United States has its 

way. 


aimed at reviving an economy 
that has ossified under 45 years of 
central planning. 

Fund officials admit that they 
have no guarantee that the prog- 
ramme, expected to dash real 


can rapidly solve the debt prob- 
lem of all severely indebted coun- 


A senior admiustration official 
said Ae United States, the IMFs 
hugest shareholder, might be 
willing to support a marginally 
bigger rise in fund quotas than 
the figure of 35 per cent it has 
endorsed so far — but only if the 
increase goes into effect after 
1991. 

The Bosh a d m i nis t r ation, seek- 
mg the delay to boy extra tone to 
,sort out its own budget problems, 
is also more progress 

in tackling the problem of more 
than $3 bflfion in late payments 
owed to the fund, the official 
said. 

The IMF, which makes 
emergency loans to countries 
with balance-of-payments prob- 
lems, adm in ist e rs a pool of cash 
paid in by its members, so if some 
borrowers fail to repay on time it 
reduces the funds available for 

others. 

The administration is setting 
tough conditions to try to soften 


the opposition it knows it will 
encounter in Congress. Many 
U.S. politicians regard a vote for 
the IMF as a vote for more 
foreign aid and a lifeline to banks 
saddled with Third Wor l d debt s 
— both unp opular with voters. 

Monetary sources said US. 
officials have that they 

could perhaps back a 50 per cent 
increase In quotas, or mem- 
bership contributions, which now 
.total $120 bflfion. 

But even if a figure in that 
nape were agreed at a n IM F 
pohcy-making meeting tentative- 
ly set for Jan. 25 in Washin gt on, 
the prospect erf a two-year waiting 
period promises to be an unwel- 
come distraction at a testing time 
for the f und and other debt-crisis 

mfl i rKlg dS* 

IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus has recom- 
mended board approval of a $710 
mini on loan for Poland to back a 
bold programme of reforms 


xamme, expected to slash real 
wages by 20 per cent and make 
about 400,000 people unem- 
ployed, will work. 

The challenge is enormous but 
so are the potential rewards. If 
Poland pulls it off the strategy of 
drastfo adjustment will be held up 
as a model for the rest of Eastern 
Europe and the fond will daim a 
lot of the credit. 

And that, officials believe, 
would make ft a lot easier to push 
a quota increase through Con- 


Only three countries — Mex- 
ico, the Phfligpiiieg and Costa Ska 
— have reached agreement in 
princip le with their foreign bank 
creditors to tighten tfacar debt 
burdens, and none of those 
accords has been implemented 
yeti 

in the case of Mexico, the 
country for which the {dan was 
primarily designed, the debt re- 
duction will foil tor short of the 
U.S. Treasury's initial goal of 20 


Meanwhile euphoria has faded 
over U.S. Treasury Secretary 
.Nicholas Brady’s bold debt-re- 
duction plan nine months after 
jie launched it to rave reviews. 

The World Bank, in a recent 
report, said it was encouraged by 
the Brady plan, which seeks to 
persuade banks to write off part 
of their debts in retain for partial 
official g uar a nte es on the loans 

that rwHftn. 

“However, the bank added, “it 
would not be realistic to expect 
that the new strategy, by itself. 


Another worry is that the list of 
Brady plan ca nd i d a te s is embar- 
rassingly short. *T just don't see 
any other countries fining up,” 
one fund official mM 
Venezuela, whose economy 
contracted 8.1 per cent in 1989 
even as annual inflation hit a 
record 80.7 per cent, is making 
tittle headway with a request to 
cut its debt in half. 

Talks with Morocco are also 


bogged down. 
And for tw> 


And for two giant Latin de- 
btors, Brazil and Argentina, eco- 
nomic stability — let alone debt 
reduction — looks more remote 
than ever. 


U.S. government predicts nse 
in industrial sales this year 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
industry should enjoy its eight 
consecutive year of rising sales in 
1990, but the growth will be 
sluggish, with automating and 
construction particularly hard hit, 
the government has said. 

In its annual forecast of win- 
ners and losers in U.S. business, 
the Commerce Department pre- 
dicted that 150 of 193 manufac- 


turing industries it surveyed 
would enjoy rising sales in 1990. 
But the other one-fourth of 
manufacturing industries will ex- 
perience either no sales increase 
or an actual drop in sales. 

The median growth rate for 
manufacturing sales was pro- 
jected to be two per cent in 1990, 
down from an estimated 2.2 pm 
cent rise in 1989 and a 25 per 
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where half the companies had 
larger sales increaes and half had 
smaller increases. 

“Overall, in 1990 we see con- 
tinued but slower growth for the 
vast majority of industries, both 
mannffartiirin g and services.” said 
Commerce Undersecretary J. 
Michael Farxen. “Dominating 
growth axe the high technology 
and health-related industries. 

In manufacturing, the big win- 
ners in 1990 were fo recast to be 
the makers of surgical and medic- 
al in s tr uments, with a projected 
10 per cent rise in s hipmen t s , 
followed by makers of surgical 
supplies, with an expected nine 
per cent rise in s hipm e nts . 

At the other end of the spec- 
trum, makers of household 
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Bahrain amends working hours 

BAHRAIN (R) — Bahraini civil servants will work a 35-hour, 
five-day week from Feb. 1 instead of the 36-hour, six-day "’Week 
they work now, the official Gulf News Agency (GNA) has said. 
The agency quoted Bahrain’s Development and Industry Minister 
Yo ussef Shirawi as saying the cabinet decided, to introduce the 
Saturday to Wednesday week on a trial'bass. Government 
schools are expected to follow suit. 

Egypt raises oil prices 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt will raise oil prices for aB grades by $1.25 a 
barrel as of Jan. 1, a spokesman for the Egyptian Genual 
Petroleum Corporation. (EGPC) has said. The increase takes the 
price of prime Suez and Ras Bahar to $18.75 a band from $17 50 

r * _ /w a t T\.i. — T»„ Hoc fZ Hnrvfi 


a barrel. Cheaoer erades of Bdavinu Ras itadran and Ras Gharib 
wffl now seD for $27.90, $16.75 and $36.45 a band respectively. 

Non-OPEC Egypt sets its prices twice a month and last raised 
them by 75 cents on Dec. 16. 

Libya imports Ugandan farm products 

KAMPALA (R) — Libya is to send two cargo planes a week to 
Uganda to transport bananas, pineapples and other fresh horti- 
cultural products to Tripoli, commerce minis try sources have said. 
The new export link, which has been welcomed as a way of 
( yyirrhMing the shar p fail in world prices for coffee, Ug an da ’ s m ain 
export, is doe to start in January. It follows tbe visit of a Lib yan 
trade delegation. Uganda plans to export 60 tonnes of fruit and 
vegetables a week to Libya, which has already bartered petrol in 
return for shipments of Ugandan coffee. 

Yugoslavia introduces new dinar 

BELGRADE (R) — Yugoslavia Monday introduces a new efinar 
to the currency, st ripp in g almost die entire population o f their 
-millionaire status overnight. The new dinar, each worth 
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, black-market money diangers offered between four 
s the official rate. 1 


AMMAN EXCHANGE MATES 



five per cent drop in shipments 
followed by glass manufacturers, 
whose shipments were expected 
to be down 4.9 per cent. Both of 
those industries are tied closely to 
housing construction, which is 
expected to perform pooriy next 


Tbe projections are included in 
rise 31st animal “U.S. Industrial 
Outlook,’* which will » on sale 
to the public starting in February . 
Tbe survey also covered 157 ser- 
vice industries, the fastest-growl- 
ing sector of the U.S. economy 
over the past decade. 

Tbe goyennaent projected that 
the big winners in services would 
be in the information field, in- 
cluding satellite c ommun ication 
and electronic information ser- 
vices. both with 


Faiien predicted that U.S. ex- 
ports, file «hinmg star of the 
economy in the past two years, 
wffl enjoy further, modest growth 
in 1990 with sales of civilian 
aircraft, chemical products and 
foreign tourism expected to be 
the best performers. 

“For the first time, rece ip t s 
from foreigners travelling In the 
United States wffl exceed expend- 
itures by Americans tramdfiog 
abroad," Farxen said, predicting 
that the surplus in travel will 
lower the U.S. trade deficit by 
about $1 bilfion next year. 

In 1989, riwpmenm of civilian 


enjoy growth 
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Two key sectors of tbe eco- 
nomy, autos and construction, 
were expected to have another 
poor year in 1990. 

For motor vehicles, the report 
projected that car sales would fall 
by about cme per cent to 9.9 
mfflion units next year after fall- 
ing by five per emit in 1989, a 
decline whidLfoUowed four years 
of record or near-record sales in 


Car imports w e re expected to 
hold steady with about 28 per 
cent of file market in 1990, with 
Japanese luxury cars continuing 
tbe trend of replacing European 
luxu r y autos as favourites of U.S. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


shipments for the first time sinc e 
1981 and the government forecast 
that trend wffl cont inu e. It pre- 
dicted approximately 512 deliver- 


g77 ^g»>l_MTI_^ ; - a 11 I 

« i y, m i 

[7j » t] 1 1 n i r -77*TTl NE? nTT; r" 

: • rg 1 » E 

L LA , > ■ 

I»|pE- Mil' ^ 




to generate a $16 bilfion surplus 
over the amount of chemical pro- 
ducts expected to be im ported 
into the Unite d States . 

Many of the industries that are 
not expected to do well in 1990 
are closely tied to the auto or 
construction sectors, including 
producers of construction mate- 
rials, big-ticket household ap- 
nfiances and steel. 


decline of four per emit in ship- 
ments in 1990, down to a level of 
78 m Alto n tons. While that would 
be file lowest level since 1987, it 
would still be above the de press * 
ed sales recorded from 1982 


By Harris 



’It would be a lot faster if you put 
your paint on with a roller!” 



exchanges 
spring up 
in Amman 
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one official source said. 

Turkey is eyeing htaatin con- 
tracts in both countries at a time 
when it ferns it might be sidelined 
by Europe as the continent grap- 
ples with ec on omic and political 
problems posed by the dasman- 
tfingaf East-West barriers. 

r Sfciriak say trade vt^nme with 

the Soviet Union is likdy to total 
$1.2 bflfion in 1969, tripk tbe 
1986 figure, and both rides speak 
of up to $4 bffljon fay 1994. 

A senior Soviet diplomat, not- 
ing Turkey's membership of tbe 
NATO western alliance, said: 
“We do not want to bring Tbrfcey 
out of ‘its presort alliances. The 
whole process of dealing with 
Turkey is based on the assump- 
tion that we have put aside milit- 
ary binoculars.” 

Trakey aDd Iran signed an eco- 
nomic protocol last February to 
double annual trade volume to $2 
billion. Relations subsequently 
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a single market in 1992. 

Itafcey has been an associate 


have traditionally been a corner- 
stone of its trading policy. They 
accounted for 40 pear cent of its 
total trade volume of $25 bflfion 
in 1988. 

To help trade with Moscow, 
Turkey’s ' Export-Import Bank 
says it plans to extend a buyer’s 
credit of $100 milli on after two 
earlier credits in 1989 worth $150 


Also in fire pipeline is an 
agreed $350 mfflion in credits to 
finance about 30 Ttarkfeh turn- 
key projects in the -Soviet Union 
ranging from hotels to shoe 
mannfartnre - 

Tnxkey has received Sonnet 
natural gas by pipeline across the 
Bulgarian frontier since, mid-1987 
and is seeking a second pipeline 
through the Soviet republic of 
Georgia. 
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held in Iran in April protesting 
against the bah ordered by the 
Ankara Goifastitxitianal Comt. 

Turkey, a predominantly Kfas- 
hm but seoilar country, lari; week . 
lifted all legislation banning 
headscarves at universities, leav- 
ing the institutknis to <fedde for 
tbemselves on the issoe. 

Due mainly to a now-resohvd 
dispute in oil prices, Turkish im-* 
ports from Tehran fell to $989 . 
million in the first nine mouths of 
1989 from. $567.1 mfflion m the 
same 1988 period. 

But exports to Iran, inefafig - 
machineay aod dothn^, rem to 
$446^ million from $3413 m3- . 
fionin the same pexfod, acomfimg ' 
to official figures. 

Turkey, which drew trade be-' 
nefits by remaining nmttral in the 
Iran-Iraq war, now sees itself 
ideally smted to help to refariM 
damaged cities in Iran as wefl as 
in. Iraq. 
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request by the new Romanian 
leadership. It also responded im- 
mediately to a Washington re- 
quest to block assets linked to 
Panamanian General Manuel’ 
Antonin Noriega. 

But tracking down the funds 
will not be enough. If gmilar 
cases in tbe past set a pattern, a- 
long and complicated legal battle 
is nicely before any assets are 
repatriated. Estimates of the 
amounts of assets vary widely. 

Neutral Switzerland, because 
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In both cases, Swiss reaction 
was as pro mpt as it was following 
the ousters m 1986 Ol FbSSppme 
President Ferdinand Marcos and 
of Haiti’s Jean Qande Duvafier. 
But efforts by the new leaders in 
both countries to recover the 
allegedly ill-gotten wealth are 
dragging on. 

Assets held in Switzerland fay 
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Sindlaiiy unconfirmed reports 
about secret Swiss accounts 
alleg edly held -by developing 
world ksden have abounded in 
Swiss media for decades:' 
Rumours about secret Swiss 
funds may akn have been spread 
to whip up public sentiment 
against tbe alleged owners: Such 
an attempt we evidently ma de in 
fate 1944 when the Fasdrt-con- 
troBed press in xuirthem^Ifaly 
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THAT MAKES ME MAP) 
NEW DEAR'S WAS f 
IDEA. AND NOW EN/EWB0PY S 
-T COPYING IT* 








I NEVER /SURE. NO ONE EVER 
REAUZEP I HEARD Of IT UNTIL 
I rrwAS V I CAME AU)N€„ 
jlyOURIDEAy^ap. 


ACTUALLY I THOUGHT OF 
THANK56WIN6,TOO, BUT 
l‘VE NEVER SAID ANVTHIN6.. 
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TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES; A 
beautiful day for meditation and 
studying a philosophy of fife trader 
which yon warn to operate is the 
days a h ead. You feel more wfifing 
to cooperate with others. 

a 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Comtmaatcarmg with friend* at a 
distance can bring yon beneficial 
result*. Yon and your matt cm 
have a happy ride visiting friends, 
neighbours, and relatives. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20> A 
change from a long-used business 
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July 21) Your fesppfcwB at same 
social activities should now oos- 
rinse nabned. A-woman can be 
especially helpful m g ettin g year 
home as you most dean. - 

LEO; (July 22 to August 21) 
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BY CHARLES SOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

OHM Mum UMi S •ntoa*. toe. 

WEEKLY B 

Q.I — Ndtber vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

*K9S4 <?KB3 4 1642 *83 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North - East South West 

2 * Pass .1 * Fan 

4 * Pan ? 

What do you bid now? 

■ 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*74 <79*62 0AKJ3 *Q84 

The bidding bas proceeded: 


North East South West 

1 * DM ? 

What action do you take? 

Q J— iNdcher vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*182 CKQ765 01052 *53 

The bidding bas proceeded: 

North East South . West 
1 * : ' Pass 1 7 Pan 

1 * Pan f 

What action do you take? 
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Mel Gibson 
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Darny Glover 
in 

Lethal Weapon “2” 

iw — -~x*3:30, 6:15, 8 JO, 1030 
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Philippine cabinet undergoes major reshuffle I Australia 

quake toil 

reaches 1 2 
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urazon Aquino cy, General Rodolfo Canieso, NEWCASTLE, Australia (AP) 
onvpninwnt lost his job after poblidy piwfict- _Tl,c death tofl from ITinisday’s 
Her government ^ Ml 4 n 7fl ner cent of annv ra rtfK P” 1 ™ rose to 12 Snow 
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MANILA (R) — President 
announced sweeping changes 
Sunday, creating an “action 
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via’s leading efisadent Mllovan 
D jilas said Sunday that upheavals 
in Eastern Europe marked the 
beginning of the aid of Common- 
ism in the Soviet Union and its 
former satellite states. 

“This is the end of Manrist- 
Lemnist utopia,” Djilas told Ren- 
ters in an interview. 

Once the closest lieutenant of 
the late Yugoslav Communist 
leader Josip Bioz Tito, Djilas was 
sacked for his liberal views in 
1954. He has become one of the 
leading dissidents in the Com- 


Djilas, author of at least a 
dozen of books on Communism 
and its malpractices described the 
changes which have swept Po- 
land, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
East Germany, Romania and 
Bulgaria as “great events.” 
“What has happened in East- 
ern Euroepe is not only a revolu- 
tion, but something that win 
change the course of history 
everywhere and the world must 
adjust to it,” he said. 

“Revolution is devilish, no one 
knows where it leads, bat in 



U.S. drops cold war slogans 

LONDON (R) — U.S. air bases in Britain have been ordered by 
the Pentagon to remove car bumper stickers and uniform patches 
with cold war slogans such as “nuke ’em till their ass bums”, the 
Sunday Telegraph newspaper reported. “We cannot allow these 
sorts of slogans to be displayed while the Brandenburg Gate is 
being opened and democracy is sweeping across Eastern 
Europe,” a U.S. Air Force source was quoted as saying. “They 
are now just in a ppro p riate.” Some of the other mottos being 
scrapped m the New Year cleanup are: “F-111E — Warsaw Pact 
central heating” and “Jetnoise — the sound of freedom.” 
British-based U.S. planes are mainly F-lll nuclear bombers. The 
newspaper said song books penned by U.S. fighter pilots and sold 
during public visiting days at American bases would also be 
banned. One song destined for oblivion goes: “Bay doors are 
open, the job’s almost done, kfifing those Commies, we’re having 
such-fan.” 
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seen in history.” 

He said the deposed Commun- 
ist feadeships in Eastern E i xipe 
would inevitably be replaced with 
Western type democracies, slight- 
ly varying from one country to 
another. 

“The same is inevitable in the 
Soviet Union, which is likely to 
split along ethnic lines in the long 
run,” Djilas said. 

“It wffl disintegrate like the 
British Commonwealth.” 

Sitting in his book-lined study, 
the 78-year-old former revolu- 
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tion with the course of events. 

He has been ahnostcnmidetcdy 
rehabilitated in Yugoslavia, 
idncb he said was also moving 
to wards democracy. He has made 
a series of public and television 
appearances aud his books, ban- 
ned for decades, axe being pub- 
lished. 

Djilas praised Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev as a “very 
intelligent and talented politi- 
cian.” But added: “He must still 
free hims elf of the flLnskm that 
it’s possible to follow Leninism. 



iiBwimf: fl: 1 1 t mi' ill*-* 

7J J ‘ 1 1 X • 1 • 

1 fl « I [-fl V ) t L’fll till fll w Hll v. M7J 1 t 
f Vi -■ Mln.'I'H', ’fl 4 j k 

n:i|:M i Mi r ~W-'- Oflli 1 1 1 kB ^B * « t 


backward than most people 
think, but it wiB have to change.” 


the 

people. At least 142 people were 
injured, 15 seriously, and hun- 
dreds of buildings sustained 
structural dnnxdC 6 > 

Officials said at least 50 homes 
and offices probably would need 
to be -tom. down, and demolition 
crews st ar ted toe work Saturday. 


bodies just aftec 4 a.m. (1700 
GMT Saturday). Both were men, 
and one of them was believed to 
have been an employee at the 
dub. Police spokeswoman Jo 
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stress I had 


nothmg to do wim ttc^wippres- 
sfon by troops,” be told toe 

panels. . 

Chun’s testimony is the key 
part of a deal worked out two 
weeks a g° by President Roh Tae- 
Woo and opposition leaders to 
try to lay to rest disputes over 
Ghun’s rule. 

It was intended to stop arguing 
between toe nation’s four politic- 
al parties over who was to blame 
for irregularities during Qnm’s 
rule «"d usher South Karea mto a 
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Lottery winner hei 
troubled family 

# 

ORLANDO, Florida (AP) 
The winna- of Ftorida state’s 
cord SSS^riDkn fottery prize 
given $10,000 toabete 
family whose 13-year-oW 
ter needs a kktoey 
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local people. 

Memooal services for the dead 
are to be held Friday at Christ 
Church Cathedral. 

Newcastle, Australia's sixth 
largest city, has 500,000 people 
ana is about 120 kilom e tres north 
of Sydney. 

Authorities sealed the central 


bnmt of damage, arm said it 
would remain off-limits for 
another two weeks as a safety 
precaution. 

Some 350 soldiers as well as 


Future belongs to Socialism — China 

— /-wi \ have ended toe local monopoly The Liberation Army Dafl 


FEEING (R) — As reforms 
sweep through Eastern Europe, 
Oitna is tpjHng its one bOhon 


4,4 U .» 
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prevent footing. 


The liberation Army Daily , in 
a front-page commentary entitled 
“the future belongs to us,” said 
China’s Communist Party had 
won a decisive victory over its 
ffn em i c n hi June and was proud of 
its achievements. 

“We are confident (rf the future 
of socialism,” the ne ws pa p er 


have ended the focal monopoly 
on power held by Communist 
parties. 

Most alarming was the light- 
ning fall from power and the 
execution of Romanian President 


nest of reform and staunch any of 
Peking. 

Ceansescu was the only East 
European leader to use the army 
in what has been dubbed the 
“ Chine se solution” to quell rat- 


ing narcumers wm meax Dame, u 
said recent events provided China 
a bitter lesson but showed more 
dearly the c api t al ist threat. 

“The army made great sacri- 
fices and the People’s Re publ ic 
paid a high price to win its strug- 
gle. We can say without any 
doubt we can be proud of our 
accompiiriiineins over the past 
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northe r n coast of Papua New 
Guinea Sunday morning, the 
U.S. Geological Survey reported. 

The tremor occurred at 9:19 
a.m. (2319 GMT Saturday), the 

federal agency said. . 


“It cannot be denied that 
socialism is eipe ri e ncmg teoapor- 


ary problems. But these drilkxur 
ties will not change the inevitable 
supplanting of capitalism with 
socialism-” 

Peking’s hardline leaders, who 
called in the army to crash a 
pro-democracy c ampaign in Chi- 
na in June, have been shaken by 
vwfrmiK fn Eastern EurODC that 


China’s Communist Party lead- 
ers have drafted a document or 
rank-and-file members laying 
down the “correct” version of 
events in Eastern Europe and 
b laming Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev for what has hap- 
pened there. 

They have also revived a long 
dormant war of words aimed' at 
Zhao Ziyang, the reformist Com- 
n nmist leader who was ousted in ’ 
a bitter powet struggle fa June. ' 


But the n e wsp aper said toe 
route to final victory might not be 
a direct one. 

“It is dnkfish to think that 
historical development will march 
forward in step and straight 
ahead like a mihtaxy parade,” it 
said. 

“Socialism wil fundamentally 
replace private ownership and the 
■systmn of oppression. A few 
twists and turns on this great 
march are nothing to get excited 


Panamanians picking up the pieces in Colon 


COLON, Panama (AP) — A 
babble of voices rose from die - 
filthy streets as hands dipped into 
crushed c a rtons of cigarettes and 
shoes, bags of bias. Golden 
bracelets dangled from eager fin- 
gers, on display for shoppers in 
the i mp romptu looters’ market. 

“One dollar, one dollar,” a 
man cried, flicking his wrist at a 
pile of pastel polo shirts. 

Four thieves surrounded a 
shopper. A knife guttered. A 
wallet vanished into the hands of 
a skinny boy who ran and dodged 
like an athelte. 

A U.S. soldier rounded the 
comer. “He was robbed, be was 
robbed,” excited voices cried, 
g est urin g at die victim. The sol- 
dier listened to the tale and 
shrugged. 

“It’s returning to normal,” he 


life could become unbearable,” 
said Alfonso Esquivel, the Col- 
ombian consol and one of the 


cere’s senior diplomats. 

while U.S. troops ringed Gol- 
em last week, footers gutted its 
shoos and stores and cracked 


The slmns of Colon are glutted, 
sated with booty from toe fren- 
zied looting sparked by the U.S. 
invasion of Panama on Dec. 20. 


invasion of Panama on Dec. 20. 

“People don’t want any more 
TVs. They don’t want any more 


dees). Now they want money,” 
said the new provincial governor, 
Leopoldo Benedetti. 

“There is going to be unem- 
ployment. And when you haver 
hunger, you have social unrest 


shops and stores and cracked 
open toe warehouses and dock- 
side terminal where goods 
from the Colon (duty) Free "Zone 
are stored. 

Colon’s merchants appealed to 
U.S. troops to enter to save their 
dty from chaos, and the city’s 
new leaders are in no hurry for 
the occupation to end. 

' They need help picking up the 
debris from toe fidl of Gen. 
Manuel Antonio Noriega’s dicta- 
torship. 

“They have a moral obligation 
to help ns £et back to normal, ” 
said businessman' Rafael 
Arosemena, vice chairman of the 
joint council set up to get Colon 
bade on its feet. 

This rough-and-tumble port 
dty on the Atlantic end of toe 
Panama C«n«| unravelled with 
tire sudden intensity of a tropical 
storm. 

The U.S. troops landed, 
attacked several Panama Defence 
Forces installations and sealed off 
the city in the predawn hours of 
Wednesday, Dec. 20. When 
dawn broke, Colon was a city 


without law. 

Noriega’s Defence Forces, in- 
dudmg the focal police, bad fled, 
flinging open' the jailhonsc doors' 
as they went. 

The footing cut across class 
harries in this dty of about 60,000 
known for some of toe meanest 
shims and most predatory street 
thieves in Latin America. 

■ “I saw a doctor I know drive by 
with his BMW stuffed with foot,” 
Esquivel said. • 

The rampage lasted two days. 

In the mam part of the free 
zone, about 150 Arab .traders and 
their sons fought off footers for 
days, killing at least three people 
and wounding several more. 

“My luck was I had guys who 
knew how to use gnus from the 
invasion of Lebanon,” one pnmir 
inent merchant said, asking that 
his name not be used. 

, By the time U.S. forces en- 
tered toe free zone on the after- 
noon of Dec. 22, the looting was 
almost over and Colon was a 


render, delivering several truck- 
loads of arms. 

The commander of the U.S. 
forces, Col. John Brooks, and his 
staff took one look around and 
realised they had to change gears. 
W Wrin boms, they had come up 
with project cooperation, a plan 
for the rebirth of Colon. 

The occupation force began 
arranging relief supplies, medical 
care, health and sanitation ser- 
vices. They set sop a joint coun- 
cil with tiie officials President 
GniUermo Endara appointed to 
replace the old Noriega regime. 

Within a week, more than 300 
of toe former PDF personnel had 
been signed up for a new security 
fo rce. About a 100 were put on 
active, text unarmed doty, and 
began joint patrols with U.S. 
troops. 

But crucial g o v ernmen t offices 
like easterns houses had been 
destroyed, normal commerce had 
come to a halt, merchants were 
faced with huge, uninsured los- 
ses, the port was shut down. 


Benedetti and several Panama 
Defence Forces (PDF) officers 
who had been trying to fend off 


footers began gathering up arms 
from the townspeople ma PDF 
troops in hiding. Within two 
hours, they had arranged a sur- 


The prospects for even deeper 
poverty and nnemplopyment 
were grim. 

“Colon is a dty with too many 
problems,” Benedetti said. 
“There are 60,000 people; 40,000 
ef them have problems.” 
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.ago. The girl’s skull was anco*. 
vexed in a rural area, but police 
have never found her kffler. IT 
fed very strong that tins fa afly 
has suffered enough,” Ms. Ryan 
said. “And the foundation cares 
very deeply about helping Cfift 
dren.” The foundation bas- 
pledged money to a number"# 
causes, including $1,000 to cot^ 
w students trying to find homes 7 
for stray cats and $500 to a SgSt 
school student who found- and 
returned a $100,000 check, hfc. 
Ryan won the big prize in 1588, 
but continues to work in real 
estate and lives quietly. 

Publisher 
refuses award 

SIOUX FALLS, South Dakota 
I API — The American Indian 


said he returned an . 
Mencken writing award won 
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York’s 105to mayor quipped 


exodus from the former capital of 
South Vietnam in 1975. “The 
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At another - roadblock 
farther down, a man with a 


reporter’s U.S. pss 
frisked him. Finding 
less, die guard sen 
porter’s abouldeis i 
come with the day’s 


peered at a 
oassoort and 


seized the re- 


of his 


The uprising against hard- 
line ruler Nwntae Ceausescu 
was not only a revolution, but 
a nationwide happening in 
which everyone suddenly 
wanted a role. 


hospital 


At. one, a 


, but not usually. 
9-year-old blood 


suited to i 


gravely. He was 
short stick better 
bine toads on a 


teenagers circled the car and 
aimed AK-47 assault rifles at 
toe passengers. From Xheir 
awkward, nervous gestures, it 
seemed dodbtfid any of them 


tugger. 

Near the televisufa station, 
which was simultaneously the. 
heart of the revolution and the 
aeat of provisional govern- 
ment, fear of attack by armed 


Fears of attack became 
murdexons in themselves. Late 
one nudxt. cre ws from the U.S. 


side the television station 
watched army guanlk open fire 
on a lone pedestrian walking 
toward them in the dark. Over 


were hardly audible: “Don’t 
shoot. I’m a doctor.” 

CBS correspondents Matrha 

Tddmer and Boh Simon saw 

the scene because sentries held 


them at a gunpoint against a 

tank from 11:15 p-m. to 6 ajo. 

finally, they resorted to playing 
on Latino-Balkan chivalry. ' 
Simon said that Tcfchner 


was getting 
“The min 


minute the words ‘sick’ 


it. Another ni ght, a Bel- 
gian TV coneqmoarait posed 
for a standnp under floowj^its 
outride the Intercontinental 

HoteL and a sniper shot bream 

the head. A British photo- 
grapher died in a plane crash. 


More than a thousand others 
poked at every detail of toe 
revolution. Romanians 
gawked at jostling, laden TV 
crews as they might at animals 
in a zoo. But they embraced 


in a zoo. But they embraced 
foreign journalists, and in 
poignant interviews released 
decades of guilt, shame and 
hatred. 

Throughout- the revolution, 
the leitmotif was an increasing 
rtring of communiques rad se- 


Mostly, k was discussion, 
nom time to time, the talking 


were replaced by snatches of 
opera, Christmas cards or an 
occasional Tom and Jeiiy car- 
toon. As doctors sewed up 
woun ds and 1 commandos 
rooted out te r ro ris t soipera. 
Snow White’s dwarfs 
“whirifo wfaBe you work”*’ 

But on Thursday night, 

ft omamm television ran fts 
first falMeugtli Weston fea- 
tme fibs in some time and 
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(major world cafe)._ 
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